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Greetings from District Chairman Linda Pratley
As I write this in September it is time to put away your
Grandchildren, Picnic Baskets together with the Buckets and Spades
and having made the most of the wonderful summer weather that
eventually made it to our shores this August it is now time to start
the new Inner Wheel year in earnest.
I am delighted that over 150 of you will have celebrated our 80th
Charter at Romsey Abbey followed by lunch at Chilworth Manor, a
day of true friendship. The International Rally in November will give
us much information on our International Charity - Sreepur
Village; this is always a very enjoyable and well attended event.
Association President Zena Coles of Stamford Club in District 7 will
be our Guest of Honour at the Rally in March which will be held as
usual at the Holiday Inn, Winchester just before the Association
Conference which will be held in Nottingham next April.
There is no Association International Charity this year but the
Association President has chosen B-EAT as her charity, one close to
her heart as her grandaughter has been suffering from an eating
disorder for several years. My own Charity is C-R-Y; Cardiac Risk
in the Young who work towards “Preventing young sudden cardiac
death through awareness, screening, research and supporting
affected families” their aim being to save some of the twelve 15-35
year olds who die suddenly each week in the United Kingdom. This
again is close to my heart as I lost my nephew aged 26 to a sudden
cardiac death in 2008.
By the time you read this I will already have travelled to District 20’s
Rally and Installation, being entertained in a beautiful sunny garden
for lunch and then to a delicious evening meal in the Somerset town
of Frome. Then a trip to Emsworth saw us royally entertained by
Portsmouth and Southsea at their 80th Charter lunch and my own
club served Cream Teas at the Ventnor Rotary Horse & Country
Show. I 2will have met up with the International Sub-committee and
the Holiday and Membership meetings later in September.

A busy year ahead for us all and one that I hope you will enjoy with
fun and friendship in everything you do both in your Clubs and at District events.
As the year speeds by it will not be long before we think of Christmas
with all the furore that it brings, let me be the first to send you the
very best wishes for A Happy Festive Season and a very Peaceful
2017.
With kindest regards and in friendship to you all.

Linda

Linda’s Winter programme
NOVEMBER 2016
Wednesday 9th
Wednesday 9th
Thursday 10th
Saturday 12th
Monday 14th
Wednesday 16th
Thursday 17th
Monday 21st
Tuesday 22nd
Tuesday 29th

District Meeting & International Rally
Jersey 70th Charter Lunch (MoC Ann
Cunliffe to attend)
Hamble Valley Club Visit
Parkstone & Poole 43rd Charter Lunch
Alton Club Visit
Wareham Club Visit
Swanage & Purbeck Club Visit
Locks Heath Club Visit
Portsmouth & Southsea Club Visit
International Sub-Committee

DECEMBER 2016
Tuesday 6th

Cosham Club Visit

JANUARY 2017
Thursday 12th
Sunday 15th
Wednesday 18th
Tuesday 24th

Parkstone & Poole District Club Visit
Guernsey 70th Charter Lunch
Executive Meeting – Botley Centre
Ventnor Club Visit

FEBRUARY 2017
Monday 6th
Tuesday 7th
Thursday 9th
Thursday 16th

Romsey Test ClubVisit
Hythe & District Club Visit
Southampton Club Visit
Itchen Valley Club Visit

MARCH 2017
Wednesday 1st
Tuesday 7th
Wednesday 8th
Sunday 12th
Monday 13th

Executive Meeting – Botley Centre
Shanklin Club Visit
Jersey Club Visit
Pre Rally Supper
District Rally – Winchester Hilton
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Welcome to this Autumn edition of Roundabout Eleven
Since something propelled me off my seat in March to offer to take on
this job it has been a hard learning curve. I have learnt a lot about the
higher echelons of Inner Wheel, how it is organised and how it seems to
run like clockwork—but this is only achieved by the dedication and good
organisational skills of the executive committee.
Personally I want to thank the Club Correspondents for their co-operation
and to remind them that the deadline for the Spring (International)
edition is 1st January 2017.
There are two long articles which were so well-written and interesting
that I made room for them to go in without any ‘pruning’. These are
PDC Alisson’s report on the 80th Celebrations on p20 and Mary Fenn’s
History of District 11 on p 18.
Venn Goldsack District Editor

Past Association President
Thelma Pacsoo and District
Chairman Linda Pratley in
Romsey Abbey; joined by the
Rotary District Governor Chris
Slocock and his wife; and
the .’naked’ cake, which I believe
was made by Linda’s husband and it was delicious.
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NB—my IW email is venngoldsack11@gmail.com

THE SREEPUR VILLAGE in BANGLADESH
My District International charity will be The Sreepur Village in
Bangladesh. It appealed to me as it is a charity supporting destitute
women and children in one of the poorest countries in the world, where
any help we can give will make a great deal of difference.
The Sreepur Village is a small non-religious, non-political UK registered
charity which funds and runs a women and children’s village situated in
rural Bangladesh, built with the help of British Airways and air stewardess
Pat Kerr.
The village houses up to 600 babies and children and 150 destitute
women. The charit provides a loving environment, food, clothing,
medical treatment, education and vocational training so that they can
look forward to an independent life back in the community, following
poverty and abuse that they have suffered before coming to the village.
In 2010 a drop-in centre wass opened for street children by Tongi
railway station on the outskirts of Dhaka. Every day support is provided
lor,unch, playtime, tv, washing and toilet facilities for the hundreds of
street children who live and work (mostly collecting plastic to sell)
nearby.
Then in 2014 a small residential unit was opened near Sreepur for
children who wish to leave the streets, and after adjusting to life in a
village, we hope to find them foster families or re-introduce them to their
families/extended families. The charity hope soon to buy land in Tongi
so that we can offer a night shelter and 24 hour access for both boys and
girls.
It costs approximately £35,000 per month to run the Sreepur Village and
the Tongi drop-in centre. This pays the salaries of over 130 staff and
provides the facilities and care the women and children need. This is a
small private charity, run from a small office in Beckenham, Kent, with
two paid workers in the UK, and this means that 75p of every £1 donated
5
goes directly to the projects.

ALTON
Chartered 1961

President Pam Conway
17 members

Throughout the year we have raised money for our President’s charity –
Parkinson’s U.K. and started the year with a very interesting talk from members
of the local support group; we also continue to support the local women’s refuge
in various practical ways. We held a “soup and apple pie” lunch in December,
which was well supported by members and friends, and have contributed to the
International charity “School In A Bag”, Shelter Box and the Jaipur Limb Project.
We also enjoyed a visit from District Chairman Alisson Smith, and she was
presented with a cheque for her chosen charity - the British Heart Foundation.
Finally in May we held a very successful afternoon tea, with guest of honour
Heather Parsons, who spoke of her experience on Strictly Come Dancing and
also about her charity “Where there’s a will”.
We held our 54th Charter Dinner in November, and members continue to enjoy
our monthly pub lunches. During the summer break we again combined with
members from Andover I.W. for a visit to the house and gardens at Hinton
Ampner.
Pauline Catterall
Club Correspondent

The picture is of President
Margaret Lynn, with Alisson
Smith and Heather Parsons at
the tea party we held in Beech
Village Hall in May.

Association President, Zena Coles, has chosen as her Charity
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ANDOVER
Chartered 1950

President Jan Yeo
18 members

I am pleased to report we held a very successful Race Night at the end of April
for overseas charities followed by a Quiz Night in May. Shortly afterwards we
celebrated our 66th Charter by enjoying lunch at Esseborne Manor Hotel.
From our fund raising events this year we were able to support the following
charities, local Parkinsons’ Group, Friends of Andover Hospital, Countess of
Brecknock Hospice, Enham Trust, local Andover Dementia Group and the local
branch of the British Heart Foundation.
Following a day spent together last August, we again arranged to meet Alton
Inner Wheel. This time we met at Hinton Ampner. A beautiful house and
garden owned by the National Trust. The weather and friendship made the day
perfect for all of us and it was good for both clubs to spend time together once
more.
CC Maureen Burgess

Members of Andover with
friends from the Alton
Club at Hinton Ampner
NT
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BASINGSTOKE
Chartered 1955
24 Members
Presidents: Maggie Morgans, Jenny Turner, Sally Baker
President Maggie held a most successful Coffee Morning on the 17th June at her
home to raise money for Parkinsons UK. It was very well attended and just
warm enough to sit outside and enjoy her lovely garden. We were very pleased
to welcome DC Allison.
One of our newer members, Liz Brant, kindly hosted our Installation Lunch in
July in her lovely home and we were all able to sit at the table to enjoy the
delicious lunch without having to balance plates on our knees. Jenny Turner
once again hosted a tea party for Contact the Elderly in August. This is always
arranged by the Community Committee and is a very enjoyable occasion and
much appreciated by our guests who do not get out much.
CC Sally Baker

Coffee morning for Parkinsons UK

President Maggie and
Secretary Sue Curtis putting
out the shortbread

BASINGSTOKE DEANE
Chartered 1994

Members 9

President Enid Rouse

We are very excited with the news that we now have a new member joining us.
Andrea Francis. Welcome Andrea !
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A new granddaughter arrived for one of our members. Amelia Lily born on April
21. Congratulations go to Nanny Tina Pickering and to new mum and dad
Laura and Alex.

Sue Irvine our treasurer hosted our AGM this year by holding a garden party. A
lovely meal produced by Sue included homegrown produce from Sue's
allotment. Everyone enjoyed the evening and we even filled all the positions on
the Committee!
One of our after-dinner speakers to join us this year was Helen, a volunteer from
Basingstoke Samaritans, providing us with a very informative evening about our
local Branch. We do enjoy having representatives from local charities join us as
we learn so much from them about their charities.
This year saw the anniversary of Jane Austin and to celebrate this event we held
a tour of Basingstoke Town where members and guests saw and heard many
interesting facts of Jane's life. This was followed by a meal at a local Thai
restaurant - it was a great evening!
We are all looking forward to preparing for our forthcoming annual Pudsey Bear
and Skittles events.
CC Tina Pickering

BLANDFORD FORUM
Chartered 1946

Members 11
President Judy Adams
Club Correspondent post is vacant

BOSCOMBE AND SOUTHBOURNE
Chartered 1956

President Sue Collins
26 Members

A very successful and happy year culminating in our 60th Charter Dinner at the
Dudsbury Golf Club, where we were joined by fellow members, Swedish visitors,
Rotarians and friends.
We are now looking forward to a new year with President Sue. Sue has chosen
as her charity for the year “Stable family Home Trust” a Hampshire and Dorset
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based charity supporting people with learning disabilities to “lead ordinary
with some extraordinary moments.”
Contnued...

Boscombe and Southbourne

continued...

At the President’s Tea Party Sue taxed our brains with a Royal quiz, we were all
surprised by how much we knew about the Royal family. Coffee mornings and
afternoon teas have kept us in touch over the summer. Joining Rotary for a BBQ
and river trip on a lovely evening was another summer highlight. Sue has a full
programme planned for the
year ahead and we are
looking forward to another
year of fun, laughter and
friendship.
CC.Margaret Tanner

60th Charter at Dudsbury Golf Club

COSHAM
Chartered 1951

President Sheena Jefferis
25 Members

Members enjoyed a summer trip to Sennicotts. A lovely garden near Chichester
which was hidden away from the road and had tenuous links to the BBC
programme “Call the Midwife”.
President Sheena’s Installation was followed by a lovely supper supplied by IPP
Maretta. The Rotary and Inner Wheel Service of Dedication was held at Christ
Church, Widley with President David and President Sheena giving the readings.
This was followed by a delicious carvery at Inn Lodge, Portsmouth.
President Sheena’s charities this year will be Alzheimers and The Southern
Domestic Abuse Service (SDAS). There will be a concert and tea at the Church of
the Resurrection to fundraise for these charities on 24th September 2016.
President Sheena’s first meeting in July welcomed members from other clubs to
hear a talk by Patience Manhova. She is the FGM Project Worker for SDAS and
she explained this very sad cultural situation to us.
CC Wendy10
Osgood

EASTLEIGH
Chartered 1950
Presidents: Janet Richardson and Angela Stephens

Members 8

Due to our further decrease in number, we have now only eight members, it is
extremely difficult to organize any future events by ourselves but we do continue
to help Rotary whenever they need our assistance.
We have been represented at the Inner Wheel District Meetings that have taken
place during the Summer by our Voting Delegates who have passed on any
relevant information to the rest of us.
We are also in the process of changing the format of our Meetings to afternoon
during the winter months and evenings during the summer whilst also
researching a new venue as we all still enjoy meeting each other in the name of
friendship and doing what we can to help others.
CC Joyce Snow
DUST IF YOU MUST
By Rose Milligan

Dust if you must, but wouldn’t it be better
to paint a picture of write a letter,
bake a cake or plant a seed,
ponder the difference between want and need.
Dust if you must, but there’s not much time
with rivers to swim and mountains to climb,
music to hear and books to read,
friends to cherish and life to lead.
Dust if you must, but the world’s out there,,
with the fun in your eyes, and the wind in your hair,
A flutter of snow, a shower of rain.
this day will not come around again.
Dust if you must, but bear in mind,
old age will come and it’s not kind,
and when you go—and go you must you, yourself, will make more dust.
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FERNDOWN
Chartered 1977

President Jenny Lewis
Members 23

We have welcomed President Jenny who has been made an Honorary member
of our Rotary Club for her year in office cementing the link between the two
clubs.
During the break two of our ladies took on the responsibility of judging some of
the ‘Wimborne in Bloom’ entries, others enjoyed a leisurely morning taking
coffee at a local Garden Centre.
Eileen Bray and Ann Edwards visited the Inner Wheel garden in the National
Arboretum in Leicestershire with trees donated from several clubs and Districts—
well worth a visit!
For the future we look forward to the visit of DC Linda, our Charter Lunch and a
day at the International Rally in ‘our neck of the woods’. Added to that we are
experimenting with holding our monthly business meeting in the morning at a
local Garden Centre—watch this space!
CC Jean Hunter

The gates of the Inner Wheel garden
at the National Arboretum

our monthly
Business
meeting in
the morning
at a
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FORDINGBRIDGE
Chartered 2000

President – Eileen Wilson
15 Members

Members started the new Club year with a heavy heart after the sad passing of
their Founder President, Sue Herd after a short illness. Sue was inspirational,
hard-working and a very good friend to many. She will be sorely missed by
Foster and the family.
The Club are very pleased to welcome a new member, Penny Ellis
We were very pleased to be able to take part in the Rotary Club’s Annual
Festival in the Recreation Ground at Fordingbridge for the first time. The very
successful bric-a-brac stall raised excellent funds for local charities.
Now we are looking forward to an evening with District Chairman, Linda Pratley,
in September and, along with the Rotary Club, filling shoeboxes in November.
Before Christmas gifts will be prepared for the two Day Centres, and members
look forward to joining Rotary for the annual Christmas Supper.
The photo is of our President, Eileen Wilson. at our Handover meeting taking on
the role of President again.

CC Helen Tague

Our new President—
Eileen Wilson
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GILLINGHAM
Chartered 1979

Members 12

President: Dianne Ridge

Sadly I have to report the death of Marian Suttle who was a Founder Member
and Past President of our Club, and I am sure there are many around the District
who knew this lovely lady.
Our Club is small, so we decided to make efforts to recruit new members. At the
Gillingham and Shaftesbury Show in August we shared a stand with the Rotary
Club on a beautiful sunny day. We had collated interesting facts and snippets
about the Association of Inner Wheel and the activities of our club, producing a
pamphlet to give out to those showing interest. We have not had a meeting
since, so hopefully there will be some news of prospective members.
Recently Hazel Lenn undertook to man a stall at the local church fete, and of
course we baked for the occasion and produced other items to sell; again our
pamphlets were in evidence!
VP/CC: Linda Farnsworth

GOSPORT
Chartered 1947

President Margaret Bevington
26 Members

The money raised from the raffle at our Christmas party was sent to the
Cumbria flood Relief fund. We decided to continue with our Curry Lunch at the
end of January which is the main fund raising event of the year. It proved to be
a great success yet again.
The visit from District President Alisson Smith in February focused our minds
beautifully on the meaning and aims of Inner Wheel and although numbers at
meetings have been lower than usual, we have tried to support events at other
clubs.
Judy Emms had an exceptionally busy year as president as she had to combine
the rôle with that of acting secretary for several months. Now Margaret
Bevington is president and she has an exciting year ahead as she begins to
organise our 70th Charter Lunch at the Lysses Hotel in Fareham on June 12th
2017. We14
hope to see you there.
CC Olwen Halder

Thenk you Olwen for preparing this report at such a sad time. Ed

GUERNSEY
Chartered 1947
President: Michele Alston
Members 44 and 1 Honorary Member
A scorching hot July day for a picnic in Rotarian Terry Andrew’s beautiful garden
was the perfect setting for Crown Bowls and the Rotary presidential handover.
The only prerequisite to participate in this annual event is a good sense of
humour! Pauline Hogg and Art Leadbeater were the eventual winners against
Sue Whalley and Nigel Dorey.
President Michele visited The Hub (run by Barnado’s but commissioned and
supported by the local charity Young People Guernsey) and presented the
proceeds of our fund raising activities during her year in office.
Inner Wheel member Barbara Halbert has celebrated her 90th birthday. Already a
member of B.O.A.C. cabin crew from 1951 to 1968 during a time of fierce
competition to make the first trans-Atlantic jet crossing, Barbara was one of the
selected crew for that historic flight in 1958.
CC Sue Whalley

HAMBLE VALLEY
Chartered: 1977

President: Zoe Page
Members 27

We were pleased to welcome DC Alisson to our Day Event at the beginning of
June. With a theme of “Meet the Producers” from the Hampshire Farmers’
Markets, we learned about and purchased tasty goodies from Catch Isle of
Wight, The Cold Pressed Oil Co. and FNK Pies.
In June we also helped Rotary with the Young Carers’ Weekend at the local
YMCA Sailing Centre. Some of us joined husbands in running the 24 hour coffee
bar while others filled well over a thousand baguettes ready for Sunday lunch.
This is such a worthwhile event and we enjoy doing our bit each Summer.
We also enjoyed a lovely Charter Meal at nearby Lysses Hotel, ably organised by
the Social Committee, when outgoing President Gwyn handed over the reins to
Zoe Page. Zoe in return invited us to supper in her lovely garden to round off a
very busy year during which we raised a substantial sum of money for our
15
charities both home and abroad.
CC Ann Parkinson

HAVANT
Chartered: 1959

President: Lesley Syme
Members 35

We ended our Inner Wheel year with a guided tour and tea at
Goodwood House, which was very enjoyable, then with our new
President we went into a major Bake Off by providing tea and cake at our
local lavender field. The weather was perfect and literally thousands of
people came to enjoy the colourful, perfumed venue – and delicious
cake!
So for the summer break we took life a little more calmly, and some of
our members supported Havant Rotary with their events. These included
the annual visit by the Chernobyl Children’s Lifeline, when children from
that still affected area come for some healthy food and fresh air, not to
mention the fun of a seaside holiday.
We were invited to the annual opening of one Rotarian’s lovely garden,
where we could sit and socialise, admire the beauty of the well
maintained plants and – oh, yes, eat yet more cake!
Some of our members will be helping on the Rotary stand at the
Emsworth Bank Holiday Fête.
CC Jan Holmes

Nudity.
I was driving with my three young children
one warm summer evening when a woman in the
convertible ahead of us stood up and waved.
She was stark naked. As I was reeling from the shock,
I heard my 5 year old shout from the back seat,
16‘Mum, that lady isn’t wearing a seat belt’!

HYTHE AND DISTRICT
Chartered 1971

President Susan Parsons
24 Members

We thank Denise Saunders for looking
after us during her year and welcome
Susan Parsons as our new President.
In our new club year we had a Bring
and Buy stall and coffee morning. We
also enjoyed a summer evening with a
treasure hunt in a local village,
returning to a member’s garden for a
fish and chip supper.
August was equally busy with a friendly
golf competition. Jenny Ellis won the
Handicap Cup and Susan Parsons won
the “Amateur Player’s” cup.

PP Denise arranging the collar on

incoming president Susan Parsons

Past President Denise was
treated to a fun Day out at
Parham House in Arundel.
Sadly our dear friend Shirley
Smythe passed away after a
long battle with cancer.
CC Maureen Moseley
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INNER WHEEL DISTRICT 11 80TH CHARTER
HISTORY
District 11 was born in 1936 when Portsmouth & Southsea joined with Salisbury,
Sandown and Shanklin as 4 clubs were required to form a District, our first
Chairman being Mrs. G. Deeks and the first committee meeting took place at
Kimbell’s café in Southsea, which is still standing today.
The main topic of discussion was the purchase of a 9 carat gold chain for the
Chairman’s badge at a cost of 85 shillings or £4.25p in today’s money. There
was a proposal to hold one of the District Rallies on board an ocean liner in
Southampton, the QE2 being the most popular. Is that the reason why many
Inner Wheel members still have the sailing and or cruising ‘bug’ and enjoying a
relaxing way of visiting other countries.
In 1939 the war started and an appeal went out for a donation of 2s6p per
member to fund an Inner Wheel ambulance, which they were successful with.
Ladies began knitting in earnest to make socks for the forces and boys aged 715 years. It was difficult to hold meetings during this time due to transport
restrictions and blackouts so business was conducted mainly by post – no emails
then! A final corporate effort was made at the end of the war to raise funds for
Save the Children and it was announced that the first £5000. was to be allocated
to Guernsey and Jersey after the repatriation, as they had suffered greatly
during the previous years. Members were also urged to keep the flag flying and
welcome home evacuees and to knit for Europe.
Subsequently, more clubs began to be formed and Inner Wheel flourished. An
important discussion was held to decide whether District and/or Club O f f i c e r s
should have their own initials or their husbands on the stationary and regalia.
The District Rally was combined with the District Meeting at a cost of 10s6p to
hire the ballroom at the Polygon Hotel in Southampton and 3s6p for a 3 course
lunch. With the increase in membership the District Bulletin began to be
published to spread the news of club activities and events and the first copy saw
925 copies being distributed.
Inner Wheel were allocated 20 uncovered seats in the Mall for the Queen’s
coronation at a cost of £4.00 each. District Chairman Mrs. Holt and Member of
Council Mrs. Nowell were delighted to accept and represent our District.
Capitation Funds were now needed as the District was growing and the fees
were 3 shillings
per member, plus the fares pool was introduced to help with
18
travelling costs to attend meetings with every member paying 2 shillings. When
the District was 25 years old every club presented a cheque to the District

Chairman’s charity which was for Cancer Research and a total of £1690.00 was
raised. Membership was 1355 in the District and the present District Chairman
Mrs. Wyatt started the Golf Tournament and presented a cup and hoped this
would become an Annual event. Sadly this is no longer happening but the
skittles and bowls continues today.
In 1964 the District proposed to begin ‘The Holiday Scheme’ mainly to help
ladies who were carers and deserved a well needed break. This came to fruition
in 1965 with 19 guests being entertained for a week, at The Embassy Hotel in
Bournemouth. Clubs sponsored guests, gave monetary gifts, supplied a plant for
each room or offered with transportation or hospitality during the week.
Fortunately this still continues 51 years later, although we have deviated from
“Carers” to “Ladies who need a break”.
International Aid was now growing in importance with clubs helping ‘Save the
Children’, UNICEF, Pestalozzi Children’s Homes, and the Leprosy Mission to name
but a few. In 1971 it was announced that the name International Service was to
be officially changed to Overseas Service and now we have turned full circle and
it is back to International Service again. Toys, clothing and blankets are knitted
in abundance, stamps and spectacles collected and there is an ever increasing
list of charities all needing our support today.
Unfortunately in 1975 we saw the first closure of one of our clubs reducing the
number to 47.
Association introduced the Leicester Assembly in 1980 to help the District
Officers in the running and organisation of their clubs and to help promote
friendship with other Districts and to share fundraising ideas.
We helped raise funds to launch the first Inner Wheel lifeboat in Poole in 1984
and the second Inner Wheel lifeboat is still in service today at Barry in South
Wales; so we continue to have a connection with the sea, as many of our clubs
are close to the water.
We have had many Members of Council on the Association Committee over the
years and one of our members, Janet Day formerly of West Wight and Ferndown
and now Parkstone & Poole rose up through the ranks, becoming Association
Treasurer and President and finally in our 70th year 2006/7 Janet was the
International Inner Wheel President.
Although we are now down to 32 clubs and membership is 750 we all find the
time to give service, to have fun and form friendships.

Mary Fenn—District Sec.retary
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80th Anniversary Celebrations
Friday 16 September 2016
Romsey Abbey has a warm, embracing feel. Built in the 10th century, as
part of a Benedictine foundation, it is the largest parish church in the
county.
Many members attended a Celebration Service at the Abbey to
commemorate our District achieving Octogenarian status! We were warmly
welcomed by Chairman Linda Pratley and Past Association President Thelma
Pacsoo.
Reverend Canon Tim Sledge welcomed us with the lines, Glenda Jackson
looks good on it, Gary Player looks good on it, Robert Redford looks good
on it and Garfield Sobers looks good on it – and you all look good on it! Are
we all really 80?? Tim had done his homework and whilst he may not have
known a lot about IW before his research, he certainly does now. He told us
the day before he had been out on parish business and he got a puncture.
The AA man who came along remarked “your inner wheel is great but your
outer wheel is knackered!” This made me think of you - Inner Wheel is
solid and committed to mending the broken outer wheel. He would like to
see us return to the Abbey to celebrate our 90th Anniversary.
Linda had chosen a thoughtful service and members were delighted to take
part. There was the Inner Wheel prayer, read by Cosham’s Maretta Nelson
and a reading on Friendship by Ann Cunliffe (Boscombe and Southbourne).
Thelma read Dedicated Hearts and before Tim read the closing prayers,
Martha Smiley (Romsey Test) reminded us of an Irish Blessing. Members
were united in praise for the uplifting service and it felt good to be part of
such a unique and worthwhile organisation.
We then adjourned to Chilworth Manor where the room looked pretty with
flower arrangements on the tables by Jane Strother from Southampton.
Over 150 members enjoyed a relaxing lunch, a lovely ‘Naked’ birthday cake
was cut by Thelma, Michele Alston (Guernsey) and Doreen Reed (Jersey).
Jean Blackburn (Ventnor) gave the loyal toast, Elizabeth Walker (Parkstone
& Poole) the inspiring grace, and the friendship candles were lit by Mavis
Misson (Portsmouth & Southsea), Liz Rudd (Wareham) and Carole Steele
(Winchester). District Governor Chris Slocock brought greetings from
20
Rotary. Mary
Fenn (Hythe) read a short history on our District. In 1936
four .

clubs formed the District, Shanklin, Salisbury, Sandown and Portsmouth &
Southsea and one of the members from P&S, Margaret Smith, who was in
attendance, is the daughter of one of its founder members
Thelma brought greetings from Association and part of her speech is as
follows: “Thanks are due on behalf of all those who have over the past 80
years benefited from the many acts of kindness performed by the members
of District 11, as we celebrate the 80th Anniversary of the District’s
founding, marking 80 years of friendship shared and voluntary service
given, locally, nationally and internationally. Service, as individual members,
as Clubs and as a District - that has covered every conceivable area of
kindness and caring for those in need across all ages and across continents.
Your website and District magazines very clearly show the inventive and
interesting ways you fulfil Inner Wheel objects and the fun you have in the
process. The District Holiday scheme, which you have now been running for
over forty years is very much a case in point, whether for the young or the
‘not so young’ - all of you united by our Constitution and with a common
purpose, working together in friendship – for the benefit of others.
The poem written by one of the recipients of your kindness, just goes to
show that you have, as this year’s theme asks ‘touched a heart’ and that
‘though we may not often make the headlines – ‘those we help know the
good we do and are thankful for it’.
Looking at the various lists
Pearl’ anniversary, but I
commonly listed, which is
‘symbol of strength and
to attack’.
A fitting
80 years of District 11 have
working to defend those in

some say 80th is a ‘Diamond
shall go with the one most
‘Oak’ – for Oak we are told is a
endurance – and resistant
reminder of all who through the
stood straight and strong,
need, in its many guises”.

In commending you all, it is with great pleasure that - on behalf of
President Zena and all Inner Wheel members in GB&I I bring you greetings,
wishing you continued success in all your endeavours to improve the lot of
all those you see in need. Long may your roots grow deep, your hearts stay
strong and your welcoming branches spread ever wider”.
Thanks must go to DC Linda and her team, but especially SVC Brenda for
her part in organising such a lovely, memorable day.
IPDC Alisson
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My thanks to Alisson for such an accurate description of a very special day. Ed

ITCHEN VALLEY
Chartered 1987

President Vronwen Johns
Members 28

In May we hosted our second Flower Arrangement Demonstration and lunch at
the Potters Heron Hotel in aid of the Alzheimers Society. The Hotel is our
monthly meeting venue and as usual provided a splendid lunch and the flower
demonstrator was very skilled .
On a beautiful day in June we visited the rose gardens at Mottisfont. The more
disabled amongst us were able to use the buggies provided to see more of the
gardens which were truly at their best. We moved on to Annies Tea Rooms at
Kimbridge for a superb Cream Tea. As soon as we arrived the heavens opened
and a heavy rainstorm made talking difficult but could not spoil the day.
We continue to support the Alabare Charity. We have collected a wide range of
items for their shops, including furniture, electrical goods, clothes and linen.
We are looking forward to having an up to date presentation on their work on
housing for ex-servicemen .

CC Helen McLean
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A single rose can be my garden……

JERSEY
Chartered 1946
President Janet Marshall
Members 37 and 1 Honorary Member
The year has seen us achieve a vast amount in terms of ‘Personal Service’ and
‘International Understanding’ all of which have fostered friendship and fun.
Thank goodness our hectic I.W. programme includes the opportunity for visits
which allow us in our busy lives to ‘stop and smell the roses’.
One such occasion allowed us to stop and admire the flowers, when we visited
the award winning Eric Young Orchid Foundation in Jersey. The attractive
climate controlled glasshouse complex, houses one of the world’s finest
collection of orchids. We all marvelled as we strolled through this heady and
exotic environment where orchids are displayed in naturalised settings,
showcasing an extravagant and compelling beauty. The sheer diversity of these
exquisite flowers from the small and jewel like to the large and flamboyant, was
a breath-taking paradise of colour and light.
Uplifted by this enriching visit, we relaxed over lunch where we were able to
reflect on our shared experience and enjoy a further opportunity for fostering
‘True Friendship’.
CC Val Nibbs
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……..a single friend can be my world

LOCKS HEATH
Chartered 1974

President Ingrid Stillman
Members 30

I am a relatively new member to Inner Wheel. I was lucky to be introduced to
the fine ladies of the Inner Wheel in 2014 by Pat Brookes our past President. So
this is my very first report as Club Correspondent so please bear with me.
Please read this in a Yorkshire accent!
President Ingrid’s first duty was to collect trophies on behalf of the winner
Thelma Jacob and runner up Joan Barton for District Bowls Competition, this she
did at Club Officers Assembly in July. Well done Locks Heath. (Photo of Joan

and Thelma in the last issue of Roundabout Eleven)
We had a Friendship Lunch for 24 people in August in the beautiful garden of
our host and New President Ingrid Stillman. The sun shone; there was much
laughter, chat and fellowship and lovely food (Bang went my diet again!) what
more could anyone ask for.
Our best wishes to all of these special anniversaries. Jean Herbert has had a
90th birthday. Jean &Malcolm Barton and Roz & Chris Davies have been married
for 50 years and Jean and Lionel Jacobs for 60 years.
We have also welcomed a new member—Pat Brandon.
CC Eve Aitken

Ingrid
Penny
Mo
Hazel 24

LYMINGTON
Chartered: 1949

Presidents: Pat Pugh and Alisson Smith
Members 13

The last few months have kept us very busy. We participated in a skittles match
with Rotary, (they won!), a fund raising lunch at President Doreen Cummins
home, and a Charter lunch held at a local restaurant.
We also took part in the District Walk, followed a few weeks later by a local walk
ending with a pub supper and of course held our normal dinner and business
meetings. The ever-popular coffee mornings continue on a regular basis and
are much enjoyed by all.
At our handover meeting a presentation was made to Neil Jarrett for the British
Heart Foundation
Our most recent fund raising event was taking part in Lymington Rotary’s
Summer Spectacular. We ran a stall with a children’s ‘pick a pot’ game and
raffle which was very successful.
We are looking forward to more fun and friendship under the leadership of our
joint Presidents Pat Pugh and Alisson Smith.
CC Jennie McNeill

If you don’t like something, change it;
If you cannot change something,
Change the way you think about it.
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PARKSTONE & POOLE DISTRICT
Chartered 1973

President Lynda Hambly
Members 55

Our new Inner Wheel year began sadly with the death of our Founder Member
and Past President Lou Pullman who will be missed, then our President Barbara
Siberry had to stand down after only one month in office due to ill-health. Our
Vice-President Lynda has taken her place and we have a full programme
arranged to look forward to.
We were able to help with transport and entertainment for the Holiday Break
guests – great fun – and our usual Beach Day was a good event. A Boat Trip
and B.B.Q. in August was well supported but weather could have been kinder.
At our Changeover Supper a very generous cheque was presented to the Victoria
Education Centre by our I.P.P. Mary Smith, her chosen charity last year. We
are proud that I.P.P. Mary has joined the District Executive as Junior VicePresident and we wish her well and give our support. Summer will soon be over
so time to turn our attention to Shoe Boxes.
CC Christine Binding
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PP Elizabath Walker supplied these photos of the
Beach Day and she writes: This year we celebrated
the Queen's 90th as it was the same week as the
national festivities - hence the flags, bunting etc. The
weather was not good so I was the only one who
went for a swim - water 12 degrees!

PORTSMOUTH and SOUTHSEA
Chartered 1936

President Mavis Misson
Members 18

We have continued to be involved in our usual activities, but our main
focus has been the 80th Anniversary Charter Lunch.
It was held on Tuesday, the 26th July, at the Brookfield Hotel. We were
fortunate to have good weather and our President, Mrs. Mavis Misson
was able to welcome guests in the garden. The District Chairman and
Rotary President were able to attend, in addition to representatives of
eight other clubs. Others sent their apologies. In total, 87 guests
attended.
We were delighted to receive from our twin club, Shedfield, a beautifully
decorated book, containing photographs of their members. Portsmouth
Rotarians donated a certificate and a plaque to mark the Club’s
anniversary to go with a tree commemorating the event. Candles were
lit to note the Present, Past and Future of Portsmouth and Southsea
Inner Wheel club.
CC Mary Owen

ROMSEY TEST
Are unable to send a report this time.

Treat everyone with politeness, even those who are rude to you Not because they are nice, but because you are.
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SALISBURY
.

Chartered 1935.
President Valerie Ekins
Members 23 and 1 Honorary Active Member
With a successful year of good works and friendship behind us, we are planning
fundraising events for this year. Lots of questions and few answers so far!
Katy from Palliative Care, Pres. Valerie's chosen charity, gave us a run down at
our meeting on the splendid organisation and use of resources for which it is
renowned. Carers at Home, a new venture, needs help. We will do our best to
support the charity in its work.
To enjoy the benefits which Inner Wheel offers we need to get to club meetings
and planned events. Those members who no longer drive are grateful for
offers of lifts given so generously. All our members will be able again this year,
take part and enjoy events already in the pipe line.
CC Phyl Mullins

SHANKLIN
Chartered 1934

Members 17

President Marilyn Cardwell.

The Club has enjoyed a busy year. We helped The Rotary with their Charity
Winter Sale. Our District Chairman joined the club for lunch. She brought a
handbag to show us made from ring pulls and pieces of plastic, made by a
charity in Manila. Several members purchased one. We gave a donation to Alison
for her charity. Members filled 16 shoe boxes and a donation was given to
district 19.
For April we hosted Ventnor Inner wheel for lunch, and a skittles contest. With
the aid of many skilled players Shanklin won.
International Lunch guest speaker Bryan Heaps spoke on Tools for Reliance. A
display of items collected by members were on show. The Goodwill Outing, a
coach-tour, followed, with afternoon tea at The Donkey Sanctuary.
The Presidents outing was a meal followed by a show at Shanklin Theatre. Our
Summer Fair was a great success, it managed to stay dry. A coffee morning was
28 in Godshill for their flood appeal.
held in August
CC Jo Pratt

SOUTHAMPTON
Chartered 1946

President Jane Strother
Members 30

Our new President, Jane Strother, was installed at one of our final meetings in
the summer. At this meeting a cheque was presented to Val Collins on behalf of
Hampshire Air Ambulance, who were our charity for the year 2015/6. Val is also
one of our new members.
During the summer some members met at Brambridge Garden Centre for a
coffee. Our first meeting of the new year will be held on Thursday 8th
September, and this will be a Quiz evening.
Our members are looking forward to celebrating the District’s 80th celebrations
at Romsey Abbey on 16th September.
Speakers at future meetings include a representative of the Society of St. James
(our chosen charity for this year), Wing Commander John Ward and a Waitrose
member of Staff.
We look forward to welcoming all Inner Wheel members in District 11 to our
annual Christmas Fair which will be held on Wednesday November 30th at
Chilworth Hall, Chilworth.
CC Liz Sharp

A friend is someone who knows all about you but still loves you.
Never look down on anyone unless you are helping them up.
Lorna Bradley, IW Club of Waterfront, Cape Town

Anyone who has never made a mistake has never tried anything new
Albert Einstein, Physicist

Don’t ASSUME
Because it can make an ‘ASS’ out of ‘U’ and ‘ME’29

SWANAGE AND PURBECK
Chartered 1960
President Margaret Kinsella
Members 15 and 1 Honorary member
Margaret Kinsella is the new President for 2016/17 and her charity will be
“Weldmar” a hospice in Dorchester, catering for people from North, South and
West Dorset.
During the summer we held a successful Garden Party for the overseas charity
“School in a Bag”. It was held in member Ann Tiller’s garden and attended by
friends and members from Wareham. Lis Foy, a representative from Yeovil.
gave a very interesting talk. She showed us bags and the contents which local
manufacturers supply at a minimum cost. It was amazing how much a bag
holds!
Three members also attended the Wareham Inner Wheel Royal Strawberry Tea,
where we all wore our “Best” frocks and hats. Once again we also participated
in the Rotary Fete, selling our popular filled mugs and held two seafront stalls
which the visitors enjoy and brings attention to Inner Wheel.
Congratulations to member Judyth Harsent for winning in the District
Photographic competition – a lady of many talents. Our “Merry Widows” group
led by Judyth meet for lunch and a social get together. It has been a great
success. Doreen Parsons a member for over fifty years who has contributed
such a lot has been made an honorary member of the club.
CC Margaret Pratt

SIGNS.
Toilet out of order. Please use floor below.
In a London Department Store.
‘Bargain basement upstairs’
In an office. ‘Would the person who took the step
ladder yesterday please bring it back, or further steps
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will be taken’.

VENTNOR
Chartered: 1946

President: Maureen Cawley
Members 23

Grateful thanks were expressed to our two retiring Presidents, Jose Spence and
Jean Blackmore, who have so ably “held the fort” for the past two years. As
with several clubs, Ventnor experienced a difficult time due to various reasons in
finding members able to fill the positions required to run Ventnor Club. I write
this to encourage Inner Wheel Members who may be facing the same situation
to “hang in there” because it’s really quite exciting to beat the difficulties. In
June, our new President Maureen Cawley was installed and having had a peek at
her new programme, I can see we are in for a jolly good year!
In June the club was proud to host the District AGM at Cowes Yacht Haven and
the installation as DC of Linda Pratley. An invasion of Members and friends
arrived in Cowes via Red Jet and many other craft to help make a happy and
exciting day. We know “our Linda” will make many more friends for Inner
Wheel, and certainly be an excellent representative for the movement. We wish
her a very safe and happy year.
As usual our “quiet time” - July and August - has been busy and very enjoyable.
Several fundraisers necessitated the supplying (and of course the sampling) of
various cakes and delicacies. A tent was manned at the Rotary’s Horse and
Country Fair, where we appeared to be awash in strawberry teas. And again we
joined with Rotary at what has become a very successful annual BBQ, this year
held at Rotarian Phil Mcgillivray’s home in Niton. Our summer activities were
rounded off beautifully at the home of our new President Maureen Cawley with
yes, you’ve probably guessed, a great strawberry tea!
Last year we were sad to lose two of our members, Teddy Flint and Fay Reed,
who had put years and years of work and friendship into Inner Wheel, but it is
through such members that the clubs still florish, for we now have several new
members including returning member Mavis Barclay. With first meetings of the
year shortly coming to all clubs, we at Ventnor wish everyone a very happy and
successful year.
CC Kizzie Baker
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WAREHAM
Chartered 1978.

President Liz Rudd
Members 15

The pleasure of meeting in members' homes is enjoying their gardens during the
summer. In May we had a speaker from The National Garden Scheme when
friends joined us.
Other events from our programme were the presentation of a cheque to the
local hospital League of Friends, a visit to Poundbury Art Gallery, also to Worth
Matravers where we learnt about Mr Jesty, a Dorset farmer who first discovered
immunity against Smallpox in 1774.
One of the highlights this summer was the visit of guests from the Holiday
Scheme who all enjoyed lunch and a boat trip on the river Frome.
We held our annual Strawberry Tea, always a success, and this year we asked
guests to wear hats and made it a celebration of The Queen's 90th Birthday.
Many of us have joined neighbouring clubs' events and one member attended
the National Conference. We hope to attract one or two new members as we
embark on another Inner Wheel year.
CC Sara Richardson

Venn handing over to Liz
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WATERLOOVILLE
Chartered 1978

President: Marilyn Todd
Members 20

Following on from the huge success of our Royal Tea Party we were out and
about during the summer months visiting the Whitchurch Silk Mill, Chichester
Flower Festival, Waterlooville’s Music Festival’s Last Night of the Proms and
supporting other local Club’s events. We rounded off the year with a Birthday
supper at the home of joint President Janet Britton.
After sharing the Presidency last year, Marilyn is continuing for a further year.
The local Rainbow Centre who support children with Cerebral Palsy and adults
with degenerative disorders is her charity and we look forward to supporting her
in a varied programme of events in the coming year.
Once again we will take part in the District Skittles Competition hopefully getting
further than the first round.
CC Janice Clare

Here in the compass of my hand, I hold
This treasured badge—a little wheel of gold.
Symbol of service, emblem of a band
Of women pledged to lend a helping hand:
To cross the barriers of creed and race
And seek to make the world a better place:
To help the under-privileged and sad,
The homeless and the hungry, cold and ill clad:
To forge the links of friendship East and West,
Each with her talents, giving of her best.
Friendship and service in a thousand varying ways This round the world, our little badge portrays.
So small a thing, with influence so wide.
No wonder that we wear our badge with pride.

33

WILTON
Chartered 1956

President Pat Lush
Members 17

We have continued to enjoy a full programme at our monthly meetings. In April
a representative from SENSE, which supports deaf/blind children and their
families, described how the charity has evolved over the years to help not only
the children who are born with this condition but also the adults who now face
different challenges. The club contributed to a sizeable donation given on the
night.
May was special as International Officer Anne Chalke and her husband Peter
hosted our first International Evening in many years. Members, Rotarians and
many guests, including District International Chairman Liz Bandey and her
husband, enjoyed a delicious supper and good company whist watching a film
profiling the work of Jaipur Limb.
Our July meeting was a triple whammy. We combined the AGM with our
36th birthday Party and the hand over of the Presidential collar to in-coming
President Pat Lush. Pat’s chosen charity for her year is “Dogs for Good”.
Although we do not have an official meeting in August, we still meet and give
service—early in the month member Linda Martin held a tea party for SENSE and
later on we supported our Rotarian husbands at their Mammouth Car Boot Sale
on Bank Holiday Monday - and this year the sun smiled down on us !
President Pat started her year in September by welcoming Julie Clamp who
related the story of a woman working with the resistance in occupied
France. This lady turned out to be her grandmother.
Sadly we are losing one of our members. Anne Cross, a long-standing member
will be moving to Newcastle to be nearer her family. We thank Anne for her
quiet service and friendship and wish her well.
CC Lynda Constable

Before you speak, let your voice pass through three gates.
34Is

it true?

Is it necessary?

Is it kind?

WINCHESTER
Chartered 1938
President Carole Steel
Members 34 and 1 Honoured Active Member
Carole Steel was installed as Winchester’s 78th President in June (see photo) and
hosted a Drinks Party in brilliant sunshine in her lovely garden. (see photo)
Liz Cox and her husband Geoff generously opened their beautiful garden in
August, for afternoon tea and strawberries and cream, for nearly 40 members
together with a few husbands and partners.
We are welcoming three new members after the Summer break and look
forward to an enjoyable year with President Carole in the Chair. Our Knit Wits
are still very active as is the Book Group. Several social outings are planned and
we have a wide range of speakers to look forward to.
President Carole’s main fundraising evening in October is a Murder Mystery in
which she will perform, alongside member Ronni Davis, also the Producer.
CC Maureen Chisnell

Reporters interviewing a lady aged 104 asked:
‘And what do you think is the best thing
35
about being 104’?
She simply replied ‘No peer pressure’.

The Districts 0f the Association of
Inner Wheel Clubs in GB&I
There are currently 646 clubs divided into 29 Districts with
approximately 17,000 members
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PDC Fay Reed
President Maureen and all the members of the Inner Wheel
Club of Ventnor were saddened to hear of the death of long
time and much loved member PDC Fay Reed. Fay served in
all the Officers posts for her club and was a very active
member of District 11; firstly as District Secretary rising to
District Chairman in 1976-1977. A lifelong supporter of the
RNLI, she together with her husband Jack ran the shop in
Ventnor for many years. With an encyclopaedic knowledge of
the runnings of Inner Wheel she kept us on our toes right up
to the end, she will be sadly missed.

Sue Herd
She was Susan Herd but was known to everyone as Sue,
married to Foster, a Fordingbridge Rotarian, and they have 2
adult children and 2 grandsons.
Sue is a Paul Harris
Fellow. She did a lot for the local community and was
someone you could turn to if you wanted help with
anything. Once she had agreed to do something, you knew it
would be done.
She lived in Woking and ran a hotel with her husband until
retiring to Fordingbridge about 1991. She was an IW member
in Woking and on moving here she transferred to Salisbury
Club. In 2000 she had the idea of starting an Inner Wheel
Club in Fordingbridge and really got it off the ground. She was
our founder President and our 'fount of all wisdom'.
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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
Congratulations to all the couples with Wedding Anniversaries
RUBY
Jane and Malcolm Cook—Cosham
GOLDEN
John and Eileen Stainton—Andover
Joan and Malcolm Barton—Locks Heath
Roz and Chris Davies—Locks Heath
Barrie and Eddie Newcomb—Parkstone and Poole
Anne and Peter Chalke—Wilton

55th
Eileen and tom Rayner– Lymington
Pamela and Malcolm Haigh—Lymington
DIAMOND
Jean and Lionel Jacobs—Locks Heath
Jean and Peter Harrison—Parkstone and Poole
Joyce and Arthur Bowden—Wilton

Happy Birthday to the following
80th
Eileen Rayner—Lymington
Betty Porter—Parkstone and Poole
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90th
Sylvia Voller—Cosham
Barbara Halbert—Locks Heath
Jean Herbert—Locks Heath
Phyl Mullins—Salisbury
Betty Owen - Wareham

CCs—Deadline 1st January 2017

DEATHS AND BEREAVEMENTS
We remember our friends who have died and give thanks for
the richness they brought to our lives

Deaths of Active members
Marion Suttle—Gillingham
Sue Herd—Fordingbridge
(Founder President)
Shirley Smythe—Hythe and District
Lou Pullman—Parkstone and Poole
Teddy Flint—Ventnor

Bereavements
Audrey Wilson—Hythe and District
Jenny O’Conor—Locks Heath
Joan Sidwell—Hamble Valley
Christine Higgenson—Boscombe and Southbourne
Olwen Halder—Gosport
Anne O’Malley and Jenny Ray—Shanklin

NEW MEMBERS
We are pleased to welcome the following to District 11
Julie Ball—Guernsey
Janl Leadbettetr—Guernsey
Penny Bonner-Morris—Romsey Test
Andrea Francis—Basingstoke Deane
Pat Brandon– Locks Heath
Val Collins—Southampton

We are sorry to say goodbye to the following and thank them for
their contributions to District 11

RESIGNATIONS
Joan Timothy—Guernsey
Audrey Mundy—Havant
Rosemary Ann Tompkins—Parkstone and Poole

RETIREMENTS
Jean Herbert and Margaret Chambers—Locks Heath
Pauline Turner—Fordingbridge
Elsie Murray—Parkstone and Poole
Elizabeth Brouard and Jean Timothy—Guernsey
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