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DC Alisson’s Farewell
I was told by a previous DC that I would have a year to
remember and I certainly have. My trip home from Jersey is
one memory that I will not forget for a while! I have loved
being your DC and meeting so many of you at Club Meetings,
Charter Anniversaries and other Club events. I would like to
thank you all for your hospitality, friendship and support.
Thank you for helping my charity, the British Heart
Foundation and also for taking Association President Trish’s
charity, Parkinson’s UK to your hearts, with your coffee
mornings and events. There are numerous charities at home and Internationally
that are very fortunate to have you care about them. I have made all my club visits
and you have made me so welcome and it has certainly been a privilege to induct
new members. I have enjoyed updating my diary on Club visits and events and
adding the numerous photographs I have taken, to the District website. I look
forward to being part of DC Linda’s team and wish her a very happy and successful
year; I know with your support she will have a great time.
With warmest regards to you all and in friendship, Alisson.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES
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16th September 2016
11.00 am
TBA

District 11 80th year celebration
Celebration Service, Romsey Abbey
Lunch at Chilworth Manor

9th November 2016
10.30 am
2.15 pm

District Meeting/International Rally
District Meeting
International Rally
Hamworthy Club, Magna Road,
Canford Magna, Wimborne BH21 3AP

13th March 2017
11am

District Rally
The Holiday Inn
Telegraph Way, Morn Hill
Winchester SO21 1HZ

25th March 2017
10.30 am

Botley Centre,
Botley SO30 2ES
followed by a Ploughman’s Lunch

3rd-5th April 2017

Association Conference, Nottingham

DC Linda’s Welcome
On moving permanently to the Isle of Wight 13 years ago my
husband Keith was invited to join Rotary and I was soon
“press ganged” into Ventnor Inner Wheel. Yes, I was one of
those people who on joining Inner Wheel said “I don’t want a
job; just to be a member and perhaps help out now and then”.
This of course fell on deaf ears and I soon became Club
Overseas Officer followed by Secretary and then President all
of which I thoroughly enjoyed. My District life started when I
joined the Holiday Break Sub-Committee which, I believe, is
one of the most rewarding things we do in District. This was quickly followed by
District Secretary and now look at me beginning my year as District Chairman,
which is a great honour and one I know I will enjoy. I am especially looking forward
to meeting members and learning all about their clubs.
I was born and brought up in Harrow-on-the Hill before moving to Chalfont,
Buckinghamshire where Keith and I lived for over 28 years bringing up our two
children Simon and Jemma. Outside Inner Wheel I help to run a Youth Cafe for
10-17 year olds in Ventnor and I am also a Trustee/Governor for St Catherine’s
which is a Ventnor-based Charity, working with children and young people who
have speech, language and communication needs via a specialist school. I enjoy
reading, gardening, cooking, travelling and spending time with my family especially
my granddaughter Kitty who is 9 years old.
As we begin our 80th Charter year I look forward to working with the Executive but
especially you in promoting the true spirit of Inner Wheel; friendship and service.
With very best wishes to you all and in friendship, Linda

District Executive 2016/2017
District Chairman
Senior Vice Chairman
Junior Vice Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
International Service
Editor
Immediate Past Chairman

Linda Pratley
Brenda Cairns
Mary Smith
Mary Fenn
Ann Edwards
Lyn Gutteridge
Venn Goldsack
Alisson Smith

Ventnor
Waterlooville
Parkstone & Poole
Hythe & District
Ferndown
Cosham
Wareham
Lymington
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New Executive Members
District International Service Chairman,
Lyn Gutteridge
I have been club President twice, International Service
Organiser for two terms and a member of the District
International Sub Committee under Brenda and Liz for the
past three years, but I am still approaching the role of District
International Service Chairman with some trepidation. I live in
a village in the Meon Valley where there are a large number
of activities. I participate in yoga, keep fit, walking and a
Lyn Gutteridge
wives group and I am very involved in the Garden Club (which has over 180
members). In my "spare time" I am an avid theatre goer and Chichester and The
Globe are regular venues. Both my sons have young families and, with four
grandchildren, I am often on call. As a widow they seem to think I am always
available with nothing much to do!! International is my favourite part of Inner
Wheel so I hope to do my best for the District.

District Editor Venn Goldsack
I am a founder member of the Wareham club. I was their first
Secretary, I have been Treasurer four times and I am just
completing my fourth term as President.
For the past 11 years I have been compiling the newsletter for
the local National Trust Association and have just completed
my 23rd edition before standing down to give someone else a
chance. This is produced twice a year in booklet form and
gives information about the various social events that are
Venn Goldsack
planned and news and views of the progress of the Purbeck
Estate. I was married to a dairy farmer and now live in a converted Granary on the
land where one of my sons runs a Nursery and Pick Your Own. Jim Joined Rotary
shortly after it was formed in Wareham. The Inner Wheel Club began a few years
later and I became the founder Secretary. IW is an important part of my life, no
more so than when Jim died seven years ago and the club was an immediate source
of friendship and comfort. I began going to the Semicircle lunches which are held
twice a year in the New Forest and would urge all members who are alone to give
them a try.
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District Junior Vice Chairman Mary Smith
I am married to Reg, a member of Parkstone Rotary Club and I
have two daughters and two grandchildren. I joined Uckfield
Inner Wheel club in 1996 and went on to be treasurer and
then president four times. When we moved to Poole in 2012
I joined Parkstone and Poole Inner Wheel where I am
President this year. I am looking forward to serving on District.
Mary Smith

DC Linda’s Diary
July 2016
Thursday 14th
Tuesday 26th

District 20 Rally
Portsmouth & Southsea’s 80th Charter

September 2016
Thursday 8th
Monday 12th
Monday 12th
Friday 16th
Wednesday 21st
Monday 26th

District 7 Rally
Basingstoke Club Visit 10.30am
Fordingbridge Club Visit 7pm
District 11 80th Charter Celebration
Guernsey Club Visit
Boscombe & Southbourne Club Visit

October 2016
Monday 10th
Saturday/Sunday 15th/16th
Tuesday 18th
Monday 24th
Tuesday 25th

Ferndown Club Visit
Rotary Conference
Gosport Club Visit
Lymington Club Visit
Hythe 46th Charter Lunch

November 2016
Wednesday 9th
Wednesday 9th
Thursday 10th
Saturday 12th
Monday 14th
Wednesday 16th
Thursday 17th
Monday 21st
Tuesday 22nd

District Meeting & International Rally
Jersey 70th Charter Lunch (MoC Ann Cunliffe to attend)
Hamble Valley Club Visit
Parkstone & Poole 43rd Charter Lunch
Alton Club Visit
Wareham Club Visit
Swanage & Purbeck Club Visit
Locks Heath Club Visit
Portsmouth & Southsea Club Visit
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ALTON
Chartered 1961

President: Pam Conway
17 members

I was born and spent my early childhood in Croydon. I
attended junior and secondary schools in Hampshire. After a
short time in the civil service in London I spent most of my
working life in local government in Alton eventually being
appointed Deputy Town Clerk. Married to Brian, who ran the
family farm in Alresford, for 55 years, I was recently widowed.
I have one son and twin grandsons aged 16. I joined Inner
Wheel in 2003 having been an honorary member for several
Pam Conway
years. When I was invited to become a full member I
immediately became a committee member taking on social, speakers’ secretary,
club correspondent and in 2007 I became President. I have many interests including
sugarcraft, photography, musical theatre and socialising with friends. I have found
the friendship of my club members very supportive since Brian’s death and am so
grateful that I belong to such a wonderful organisation.

ANDOVER
Chartered 1950
18 members, Hon Active member Isabel Colebrook

Some of the Presidents

Chartered 1955

At our meeting concerning election of
officers in March , unfortunately we
were unable to fill the post of
President for next year. The post will
be shared by members from the Club
on a rota basis. This will include
present committee members and
other members.

BASINGSTOKE
Presidents: Maggie Morgans, Jenny Turner, Sally Baker
23 members
Maggie Morgans
Sep, Oct, Nov 2016
Jenny Turner
Jan, Feb, March 2017
Sally Baker
April, May, June 2017
Unfortunately due to other commitments it was
difficult to find anyone prepared to take this on
by themselves, and this is our compromise
solution. It has been agreed that we should share
this position between three Past Presidents.
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BASINGSTOKE DEANE
Chartered 1994

President: Enid Rouse
9 members

Enid Rouse

I have been a member of Inner Wheel for many years now.
We have a small group of 9 members, but they say good
things come in small parcels. We are an active group, meeting
up each month when we take turns to cook a meal and go
through our meeting in style. We have become really good
friends and we enjoy ourselves very much. I am holding the
fort for another year. We have a new member and we hope
to run a skittles evening and our usual BBC children in need
coffee morning, always a successful event.

BLANDFORD FORUM
Chartered 1946

President Judy Adams
11 members

This will be my 4th time as President of Blandford and I am
very pleased to be taking the members into their 71st year.
We are a small club and everyone has to work hard to keep
things going but one way or another we manage to enjoy
ourselves and do a little fund raising as well. I live just
outside Blandford with my husband Bob and two dogs. The
Adams household have recently spent 10 weeks in Spain
living in the mountains and we intend to spend another 10
weeks there later this year. In between I am looking forward
to going to my granddaughter Chloe’s 7th birthday party in
Judy Adams
July and giving 3 year old Isabelle a hearty cuddle! I am a
keen gardener although I can’t keep up with the weeds! I am also a keen
craftswoman and I have recently taken up embroidery which is fun to do and very
portable when travelling.

ULTRA MODERN NURSERY RHYME
Hush a bye baby your milk’s in a tin
Mummy has got you a nice sitter in
Hush a bye baby now don’t get a twinge
While Mummy and Daddy are out on the binge!!!
Lynne Troy (Jersey IW)
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Chartered: 1956

BOSCOMBE & SOUTHBOURNE
President : Sue Collins
Members 27

I was born, and spent the first 21 years of my life, in Barnes,
south west London. I then lived and worked in London and in
1967 I married Peter. We moved to Berkshire in 1970 and in
1975 we moved to Penzance in Cornwall and lived there very
happily, running our own Electrical Contracting business. We
have two children and four grandchildren. We moved to
Bournemouth in 2010 to be nearer to our family. Despite
missing Cornwall we have settled happily here, and of course
membership of Rotary and Inner Wheel has been a great
Sue Collins
help. I have been secretary of Boscombe and Southbourne IW
for 3 years (a really good way of getting to know everyone) and am now looking
forward (I think) to the coming year as President.

COSHAM
Chartered: 1951

President : Sheena Jefferis
Members 21

Sheena Jefferis

I was born in Edinburgh, and I have travelled to Germany,
Yorkshire and Sussex following my father’s Army life. I met
husband Jon in Gibraltar 44 years ago. We have two sons, one
now living in Edinburgh and the other in Los Angeles. We
have lived in Havant since 1976, having previously been in
Helensburgh whilst Jon was serving at the Naval Base at
Faslane. I have worked in Education for over 20 years, as
School Admin/Finance Manager, and loved every minute of it.
I was a School Governor for almost 25 years. I am looking
forward to my year as President and have nominated the
Alzheimers Society as my main charity.

EASTLEIGH
Chartered: 1950

Presidents : Janet Richardson
and Angela Stephens
Members 9

Janet Richardson
Eastleigh club has decreased in membership over the last few years which has
meant we are taking presidential office several times. With such small numbers we
are unable to take on large projects but assist Rotary when called to help. Despite
this we maintain strong fellowship.
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Angela Stephens
I was born in Emsworth Hampshire but spent most of my childhood in Bristol. After
attending the Bristol College of Commerce I moved to Bournemouth where I
worked in probate and investment management. After marrying John in 1972 we
moved to Chandler's Ford where our son and daughter were born. Since then I have
worked as a volunteer for Open Sight running a branch and club and teaching the
visually impaired when they first lose their sight. I now also enjoy the company of
my two grandchildren and my hobbies of genealogy and travel.

FERNDOWN
Chartered: 1977

President : Jenny Lewis
Members 24
I first became a member of Inner Wheel while living in Wales.
I joined Llandrindod Wells Inner Wheel in 2001, but
unfortunately they have now closed and I attended their final
farewell meeting last July. On moving to Dorset in 2008 I
joined Ferndown Inner Wheel. I have served as International
Service Organiser and was President in 2012, so I’m hoping it
won’t seem so daunting second time round!

Jenny Lewis

I like rumours—I find out so much about myself that I didn’t know!

FORDINGBRIDGE
Chartered: 2000

President : Eileen Wilson
Members 18

Eileen Wilson

I am continuing on from last year as President in order to
carry on our good work and keep our Club running.
Fordingbridge is a small friendly group, we do a lot for the
community and enjoy doing various things to help others as
well as having fun in the process. After many of our activities
we enjoy a trip to the local for a well earned supper. We feel
that every little helps and are looking forward to 2016 when
we will again enjoy filling our time with new projects,
collecting items for overseas and attending other events
throughout the year. I am looking forward to a happy and
busy year and hopefully recruiting new members.
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GILLINGHAM
Chartered: 1979

President : Dianne Ridge
Members 14

I was born and brought up in Petts Wood, Kent and educated
at St Philomenas Convent in St Mary Bray. After school I
worked for Lloyds Bank in Victoria Street London and in
Orpington. Always keen on sport, I continued to play hockey
and tennis and through this met my husband Gerald. He is a
Scot by birth so when we married in 1961 we set up home in
Perth. Our three children are all Scots. Both our families were
in the " rag trade " so it was inevitable we should follow suit.
We bought a menswear shop followed by a ladies shop and
lived in Ollerton for a while where we joined Round Table
Dianne Ridge
and Ladies Circle in Worksop. Moving south again we arrived
in Ferndown in 1971 and transferred to Ringwood. When a new Rotary Club was
opened in Ferndown Gerald joined as a founder member and in 1977 I became a
founder member of a new Inner Wheel Club and become the 3rd President in 1979.
I have always been actively involved with the club and attended a few Conferences
when business allowed. In 2014 we decided to move to Gillingham and I
transferred my Inner Wheel membership and I am honoured that they have asked
me to become President for 2016/17.

GOSPORT
Chartered: 1947

President : Margaret Bevington
Members 29

I was born in St Helens, Lancashire and moved to Lee-on-theSolent in 1974 with my husband Jim and three children when
Jim bought a pharmacy. In 1979 Jim was invited to join
Gosport Rotary Club and I joined Inner Wheel. This will be the
second time I have held the office of President, the first being
in 1995 shortly after I retired after teaching for 20 years at
the local infant school. My hobbies include swimming and
dinghy racing; the latter in fair weather only these days. I am
th
Margaret Bevington looking forward to celebrating the Gosport club’s 70
anniversary on June 12th 2017.

Association Conference April 3rd-4th 2017, Nottingham
IIW 17th Triennial Convention
April 11th-14th 2018, Melbourne Australia
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GUERNSEY
Chartered: 1947

President : Michele Alston
Members 43, 1 Honorary Member

Without doubt our club is
thriving but it could be said
that we have too many
Indians and not enough
chiefs! Therefore, without
a vice-president to take
over this year, a decision
has been taken and four
past-presidents will each
plan events and activities
during the four seasons,
but with President Michele remaining as the ‘figure head’. Members have
responded overwhelmingly to this innovative concept of management with offers
of help and support. Summer: Pamela Cann (July, August, September). Autumn: Pat
Child (October, November, December). Winter: Helen Wood (January, February,
March). Spring: Diana Morris (April, May, June). This is an exciting time for us and
perhaps the way forward for many clubs to consider.

Don’t forget the Web sites:
District - www.innerwheeldistrict11.org.uk
Association - www.innerwheel.co.uk
IIW - www.internationalinnerwheel.org
HAMBLE VALLEY
Chartered: 1977

President : Zoe Page
Members 27

Zoe Page

I am just about to start my third time as President of Hamble
Valley Inner Wheel Club. I have lived in Hampshire my entire
life, being born on a farm in Durley and still being involved
with Durley Church. I am married to Brian, a Rotarian, also
about to be President of Hamble Valley Rotary for a second
time. We have a daughter and three grandsons, the eldest
just learning to drive and hoping he will become my
chauffeur!!! I enjoy gardening, cooking and crosswords and
am really looking forward to the excitement and challenges of
the coming year.
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HAVANT
Chartered: 1959

President : Lesley Syme
Members 39

Born during the war in Surbiton, I was brought up by my
grandparents until I went to boarding school at King Edwards,
Witley in 1952. From there I went to Kings College Hospital
for four years nurse training. Soon married with two small
children I continued to work part time. I specialised in A&E
until moving to Hayling Island in 1980 where I worked in a
Dr’s surgery for several years. In 1990 my husband was sent
on assignment to Rochester, Minnesota. There I learned to
quilt and this has become an important part of my life. On
our return, I did the City and Guilds course, then started
Lesley Syme
teaching, demonstrating, and lecturing. Apart from quilting
my interests are travel, dog walking, my grandchildren and family. My husband,
Bob, joined the Rotary Club of Chichester Priory in 2005, he has been President and
now runs the Chichester Priory 10K Race each year. I joined Havant IW in late 2005.
I enjoy the friendships made and opportunities to visit other clubs. I hope that
during my year as President the club will continue to welcome new, perhaps
younger members and visitors, and have interesting talks, visits, and fund raising
activities.

HYTHE & DISTRICT
Chartered: 1971

Susan Parsons
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President : Susan Parsons
Members 26, 1 Honorary Member
I am married to Rotarian Tim and have one daughter and
three grandchildren. This is my first time as President of the
Club and I’m really looking forward to our 45th Charter year. I
am a retired Mathematics teacher who now spends a lot of
time on paper engineering (making cards and boxes) and I
lead crafting workshops on occasions. I am also a School
Governor at a local infant school, so totally different to my
professional life teaching 11 to 16 year olds. My hobbies of
reading, cooking and playing bridge get fitted in sometimes.
Life is very busy and I’m fortunate to have Inner Wheel as a
dimension of it.

ITCHEN VALLEY
Chartered: 1987

Presidents: Margaret Tully
and Judith Smith
Members 28, Honorary Member Lesley Boothby

Margaret Tully & Judith Smith

Margaret Tully
I am a founder member of Itchen Valley,
this is my third time as President and I will
share the year with Judith Smith. I have
three sons, one daughter, six grandchildren
and one great grandchild and they keep me
very busy. We are a very friendly and active
club and I am looking forward to a positive
and active year promoting the aims of Inner
Wheel.

Judith Smith
I am a founder member of Itchen Valley and I have enjoyed every minute of the
friendship and activities most of which have the aim of fund raising for charities or
for world catastrophes. I am a practising Physiotherapist with my own practice and
have a busy family life with children and grandchildren. I enjoy travel with my
husband often to holiday homes of other Rotarians in the UK and abroad. This is my
fourth term as president which I am sharing with a good friend and we aim to enjoy
it. We hope that our members will enjoy our double act ensuring the continuity of
our club.

JERSEY
Chartered: 1946

President : Janet Marshall
Members 39, 2 Honorary Members

I was born and raised in Nottingham, but a part of my
childhood was spent on my grandparent’s farm in the
Derbyshire Dales while my parents were working in northern
Italy. This has led to a lifelong love of the countryside and
wildlife . After university, I joined the UK Civil Service, but
having met Bob, my husband, in a disco after breaking my
foot (don’t ask), I moved to Jersey in 1967, where he was
working in the tourism industry. I transferred to the Jersey
Civil Service where I worked until retirement in 2013, latterly
as Head of Strategic Planning for the Island’s Government.
Janet Marshall We have two children, James (29) and Alexandra (26), a one
year old granddaughter and a Labradoodle. I play a bit of golf (inconsistently) and
bridge (badly) and Bob and I like to travel when we can. I also like to spend time in
my garden and can waste hours fiddling about in my pond.
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LOCKS HEATH
Chartered: 1974

President : Ingrid Stillman
Members 30

Ingrid Stillman

I was born and brought up in Surrey, and went to Catering
College in London. After cooking for a few years I joined the
Coal Utilisation Council and travelled around the country
advising on solid fuel heating. 46 years ago I moved to
Hampshire with my husband Gerry and two children.
We bought a shop selling yachting equipment and clothing. I
am a keen gardener and an active member of the local
Horticultural Society. I have been Club Treasurer twice and
this will be my second time as President.

Chartered: 1949

Pat Pugh

Alisson Smith
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LYMINGTON
Presidents : Pat Pugh and Alisson Smith
Members 14

Pat Pugh: I have been a member for just over 20 years. I
joined Bridport Inner Wheel Club on my retirement from
Social Work and served as President, International (twice) and
Secretary (four years). I attended many Conferences including
Convention in Sweden in 2000. On moving to Barton on Sea in
2011 I transferred to Lymington Club and I am delighted to
have been asked to be President jointly with Alisson. We
intend, by following the pattern established by our very
successful outgoing Presidents, to make sure the Club
continues to thrive.
Alisson Smith: I have been a member of this wonderful
organisation for 19 years and although I was President of
West Wight, it is my first stint as a Joint President. I am
looking forward to taking on my first official role in Lymington
Club and working with Pat and attending meetings and events
once more. I have been Secretary and Editor at District level
and have just finished a lovely year as your Chairman – I think
you may know that! I still work in catering at a local garden
centre and I enjoy travelling, gardening and the theatre.

Chartered: 1973

Barbara Siberry

PARKSTONE & POOLE DISTRICT
President : Barbara Siberry
Members 58
I am delighted to become the President of the Parkstone &
Poole District Inner Wheel Club, a member since the 1990’s,
after I retired from teaching younger children. A busy, vibrant,
popular, kind and caring club, with over 58 members. I studied
music at university and became head of a school in London
and later opened my own private school. I have always been
active and held a number of public appointments. As a widow,
Inner Wheel gives one challenging experiences to fulfil my life
and to enjoy my three children and I value such opportunities.

Oluyemisi Alatise
IIW President
2016/2017

Zena Coles
Association President
2016/2017
Our new Patron
Lady Claire McDonald OBE

Following the announcement made at the
Glasgow Conference we are delighted to confirm
that Lady Claire Macdonald, OBE has accepted
our invitation to be a Patron of Inner Wheel. Lady
Claire, attended the Glasgow Conference as a
Patron of Marie Curie. She is an award-winning
cook and writer, and Scotland's foremost exciting
ambassador for the revitalised traditions of
highland hospitality
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PORTSMOUTH & SOUTHSEA
President : Mavis Misson
Members 18

Chartered: 1936

I joined Inner Wheel in 1989 and have already been
President of the club five times. Having been born in
London at the beginning of the war I went with my mother
to stay with my Grandparents in Oxford. On returning to
London my father's occupation took us first to Suffolk then,
in 1949, to Portsmouth. I met my husband Tom in 1962 and
we married a year later. We have three children, six
grandchildren and two great grandchildren. After retirement
Mavis Misson
we have enjoyed travelling widely including New Zealand,
Australia and Nepal. Along with members of my club I enjoy visiting other clubs in
the District.

ROMSEY TEST
Chartered: 1992

President : Margaret Duncan
Members 40
I have lived and worked in Romsey and its environs for over
30 years. I have retired from full time general practice and am
now working part-time. I have four children who grew up in
Romsey. This is my second year as President and we will
continue to raise money for local charities and our overseas
charities. We will continue to enjoy friendship in the group
and, as usual, we will work hard with our local Rotary Club.

Margaret Duncan

SALISBURY
Chartered: 1935

Valerie Ekins
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President : Valerie Ekins
Members 23, 1 Hon Active Member

Here I am again - pleased and honoured to be President of
the very special Salisbury Inner Wheel. We appreciate that we
are not able to be as active as past years, but support and
friendship are even more valuable as the years pass. We
would be delighted to welcome younger members but
appreciate it is a very different world from our early days. I
hope to support Salisbury Hospice for my charity. A dear
member, recently killed in a car accident, together with her
husband, started the Hospice when he was Mayor. - so the
charity is close to our hearts.

SHANKLIN
Chartered: 1934

President : Marilyn Cardwell
Members 16

Marilyn Cardwell

I was born in the Isle of Wight and started my working life as a
civil servant. After a break bringing up my two daughters I
took up my working life again and I am currently the
manageress of a local sports shop. I have two granddaughters
and three great grandchildren and I have been a Brownie
Guide leader for over thirty years, so I am surrounded by
young people which I enjoy so much. Being a member of our
local church PCC involves entering fully into a church life and
fund raising. I am usually found in the kitchen baking cakes.
This will be my second time as President and I am looking
forward to the year ahead, enjoying the friendship and
service of inner Wheel.

While lying in bed
With thoughts in my head,
I tried to be witty
With a rude little ditty,
But kept it clean instead.
Louise Huelin (Jersey IW)

SOUTHAMPTON
Chartered: 1946

President : Jane Strother
Members 30

Jane Strother

Many of you will know me as I has been involved in Inner
Wheel in a number of roles both locally and nationally. My life
is always very busy with many hobbies including singing in a
choir. I don’t think I can sing, but I enjoy it very much. Both my
sons are working abroad now, and I am very much looking
forward to visiting Singapore later in the year to visit my
youngest son. My Charity for the year will be the Society of St
James who are based in Southampton. They support homeless
people and also recondition computers for sale to the public.
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Chartered: 1960

SWANAGE & PURBECK
President : Margaret Kinsella
Members 16

I moved to Swanage 10 years ago with my husband Tony. We
previously lived in the Cotswolds where we ran a corner shop
for many years. We have a daughter and family now living in
Dorset which keeps us busy. With our move to Swanage which
we have visited for 35 years I followed in my mothers
footsteps and joined Inner Wheel. I knew that my mother had
made life long friends and enjoyed the friendship for many
years and knew I could do the same. Our club is growing in
Margaret Kinsella numbers again which is due to very good previous presidents
and I hope I can do the same in the coming year. I am also
involved in my local church and the National Coastwatch organization which has a
lookout at Peveril Point. Tony and I also enjoy croquet and we joined the club a
couple of years ago. With good support from club members, I am looking forward
to this year.

I’m so glad I had a childhood before technology took over

VENTNOR
Chartered: 1946

Presidents: Maureen Cawley
Members 23

I am married to Bernard, a member of Ventnor Rotary Club.
This is a second marriage and we have been married 41
years, have three children one grandson and two great
granddaughters. I have been President of both the Cowes
and Ventnor Clubs and this will be my seventh time in office.
Both myself and my husband have had the honour to be
awarded a Paul Harris Fellowship. I have served 13 years on
Ventor Town Council and been Mayor of Ventnor 1999-2000
and 2003-2005. I started a Charity - Ventnor Enhancement
Fund - which has achieved quite a lot of improvements to
Maureen Cawley
Ventnor in the past years. I am looking forward to my year
and hope to encourage the three "Fs", Fun, Fundraising and Fellowship, and a
closer working with our Rotary Club.
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WAREHAM
Chartered: 1978

President : Liz Rudd
Members 17

I am once again president of our club. It will be the sixth time,
so I feel I might get it right this time. The club started in 1978
and I was a founder member. Over the years I have attended
numerous international conventions and have made many
friends from all over the world. Now I am on the holiday
scheme committee, which is very worthwhile cause, but it
needs support. We are finding it more difficult to find guests,
for various reasons but I would hate to see it fold as there must
be many people out there needing a good holiday. I have
recently downsized from my beautiful home in Lulworth Cove
Liz Rudd
after 47 years, a big wrench as my two sons where born and
brought up there and it has also seen two more generations since. Peter and I were
both born and educated in Dorset. I was a District and Parish Councillor and we ran
two hotels and a shop, but now I'm settled in a Wareham town house. Being retired
I can enjoy my hobbies and I am looking forward to a good year for our club.

WATERLOOVILLE
Chartered: 1978

President : Marilyn Todd
Members 20

Marilyn Todd

Born in Portsmouth, I have lived in the Waterlooville area all
my life. I worked for a legal firm and then the Duke of
Edinburgh Award scheme in London before marrying. I
subsequently spent 34 years in a nursing position and then
Ward Clerk at Queen Alexandra Hospital whilst bringing up
my two daughters. This will be my fourth term as President. I
was a founder member of the Club and it is the friendship and
companionship of my fellow members that keeps me coming
back for more! I have three lively grandchildren who of
course think Grandma is old, but I say they keep me young.
My main ambition as President is to raise the profile of Inner
Wheel and work closely with our Rotary Club.

We will meet
Friends
Friends
Friends

three types of friends in a our life:
for a reason
for a season
for a lifetime
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WILTON
Chartered: 1956

President : Pat Lush
Members 18
I am a founder member Wilton Inner Wheel club and was
Treasurer for a number of years ,and this must be my third
time as President. I am very pleased to be able to help the
club to continue our friendship and fellowship for the coming
year. We are a small club with a very big heart which supports
us all when we have need of a friendly helping hand.

Pat Lush

WINCHESTER
Chartered: 1938

Carole Steel

President : Carole Steel
Members 34, 1 Hon Active Member

This is my third time as President and I am looking forward to
the coming year. I am a member of the WRVS at the Royal
Hampshire County Hospital, Winchester, working in the shop
on a weekly basis. I help children in my local Primary School
with their reading. I am an actor with the ‘Geriactors’, who
perform Murder Mysteries for charities, and we have raised
tens of thousands of pounds over twelve years. I am also a
soprano with the Twyford Singers Choir, which performs
annually in Winchester Cathedral. My partner, James, was
Winchester Rotary President in 2006-7 and will be a great
support throughout my year.

The International Inner Wheel Theme and Logo for
2016/2017 chosen by President Oluyemisi Alatise.
Association President Zena Coles’ Charity for 2016/2017
https://www.b-eat.co.uk/
District Chairman Linda’s Charity for 2016/2017
http://www.c-r-y.org.uk/
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CHARLIE
THE COMMITTEE CAT

Charlie is an honoured member of Inner Wheel.
He cannot speak but he adds appeal.
He takes his seat at the committee table,
Seemingly participating - as much as he’s able.
Charlie is intelligent and debonair
He gives a wink and gives a stare.
He listens to the agenda with forbearing
So much to be discussed that he’s past caring!
Welcome-Apologies-Minutes of the last meeting“Don’t forget to include the feline greeting!”
Matters Arising and Correspondence
(He’s looking now with great despondence).
Reports – Any ideas for Forthcoming Events?
“Yes. Posing as Calendar Girls on the beach at St. Clements!
Will this meeting NEVER end?
It’s enough to send a cat around the bend!”
Any other Business? “Yes, if only you’d offer me a piece of cake
I might just manage to stay awake!
At last, the meeting is declared closed.
Did the President notice I had my eyes open, but really dozed?”
I think Charlie will send his apologies for the next meeting,
Unless we can make it quick and fleeting.
Oh mascot Charlie, fair of face
Do come back and take your place!
Val Nibbs (Jersey IW)
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Alton Club News
Flo Hardy celebrated her 100th birthday in February this year but is still an active
member of Alton Inner Wheel. She has been a member for over 40 years, and has
always taken a particular interest in Overseas fundraising. In her younger days, she
organised fundraising and social activities in her home,
with summer lunches in the garden, and swimming in
the pool! Flo celebrated her birthday with three
different parties, travelling 500 miles in the process
and raising over £1,000 for The Alzheimer’s Society,
thanks to donations from family and friends instead of
birthday presents. Born and raised in Cornwall, she
trained as a nurse, and worked in London during the
blitz. Flo joined the Queen Alexandra Royal Army
Nursing Corps and went to France after D-day to tend
Flo Hardy
the wounded in a field hospital. She still enjoys cooking
and gardening, and regularly produces plants to sell for I.W. funds.
CC: Pauline Catterall

Andover Club News
One of our main fund raising events for the year was to hold a fashion show. This
was held at Esseborne Manor Hotel in March with Camp Hopson, Department Store
of Newbury, allowing two of their leading fashion departments, including staff and
models to take part. We also provided three models which included our
International Services Organiser and Rotarian Pamela Woolgrove. Tickets sold
quickly and the event proved a great success. A generous donation will soon be
made to the Countess Brecknock Hospice and our other charities. The event was
attended by the Mayor of Test Valley as well as the Chief Executive and Area
Manager of the Fashion Departments involved. The Andover Advertiser published a
report, which included photographs. In April, four of our
members were invited to attend a lunch to celebrate the
Queen’s 90th birthday at the Guildhall hosted by the

Fashion show in aid of Countess Brecknock Hospice
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Mayor of Test Valley. This was a very special occasion and guests were from many
charities and fund raising organisations from our area. We plan to have two more
fund raising events. The first will be a Race Night at the end of April, and for our
overseas charities, a Quiz Night in May. Both are to be held at the Guildhall in
Andover.
CC: Maureen Burgess

Basingstoke Club News
Sadly, I have to report the death of Christine Lyon, who died recently. Christine was
a valued and hardworking member of our Club and had been our President in
2005/06, amongst many other positions. Her funeral was very well attended with
many IW and Rotary friends, including representatives from District.
Under President Maggie Morgans, we are having a very happy and busy year,
welcoming two new members. On the social and fund raising side we have enjoyed
‘Mystery Lunches’, coffee mornings, filling Smarty tubes (an idea taken from
another IW Club) and we held a cake and preserves stall at our Rotary Club Family
Festival last weekend. We entertained guests from Contact the Elderly with tea
parties and lunch at the local Hilton Hotel. President Maggie is giving an afternoon
Garden Party in aid of the Cafe Project and Speakeasy and also a Coffee morning in
aid of the Parkinson’s Disease Society. Both events are in June and we hope for
good weather! The International Committee has been supporting the Jaipur Limb
Project. Our Treasurer continues to raise considerable sums of money selling items
donated by members on ebay.
CC: Sally Baker

Blandford Forum Club News

DC Alisson and President Sylvia
cutting the cake

Our 70th Charter Luncheon took place at the
Langton Arms, Tarrant Monkton, on the 22nd
March. Over forty members and guests
attended, including the Mayor of Blandford,
Councillor Steven Hitchings, and the President
of Blandford Rotary, Vic Chippendale. The
restaurant was beautifully decorated, by club
members, with pink and white flowers, pink
'birthday' balloons and ribbons. After a very
enjoyable buffet meal, District Chairman
Alisson Smith presented the 70th Birthday
Charter to President Sylvia Elley. To mark our
70th anniversary, the Club has produced a
booklet, '70 Years of the Inner Wheel Club of

Contd.
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Blandford Forum Club News contd.
Blandford Forum 1946 - 2016', that is based on the Club's archives and is available
from Secretary Greta Chippendale, priced £5. Profits from the booklet will be given
to the District 11 Chairman's charity for this year, the British Heart Foundation.
We are sorry to say farewell to member Anita Bentley who will be much missed.
CC: Judith Ford

Boscombe & Southbourne Club News
Nine members of our Club attended the
IW Conference in Glasgow and
thoroughly enjoyed friendship of
mingling with members from other
Districts. Our Club has just held our St
George’s Day Fund raiser for Alzheimers.
Members, Rotarians and friends enjoyed
a traditional English meal and the
speaker’s subject was St George and the
Dragon and Shakespeare combined with
two quiz sheets on ‘famous Georges’
St Georges day Speaker Joan McCarty and general knowledge. Plans are now
under way for our Swedish guests from
with Pres.Heather
Gotenberg when they join us for our 60th
birthday celebrations at the beginning of June.
CC: Sheila Jacob

Cosham Club News
Cosham Club celebrated its 65th Birthday with its usual tea party for members and
guests. Candles were lit for the Past, Present and Future. District Chairman Alisson
brought greetings and cut the cake. On the 9thApril, ISO Linda Gutteridge held a

Members chat with DC Alisson
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Speaker Rachel Newman with ISO Liz
bandy and Pres. Maretta

volunteers are currently supporting Kurdish working children in Northern Iraq.
The next day, amid great excitement, it was off to Glasgow for the 11 of our
members attending Conference 2016. President Maretta is pleased to have boosted
her fundraising for the year by holding a buffet supper and quiz, run jointly with our
Rotary Club.
CC: Anna Goldsmith

Eastleigh Club News
Eastleigh Club members have been busy making
Telema bags which are used by heart patients during
the maintenance of heart pacemakers. An endless
supply of bags is needed because each bag can only be
used once. The pacemaker is placed in the bag and to
prevent contamination the bag is destroyed after use.
The picture shows a heart patient at Southampton
hospital using a bag during her procedure.
CC: Joyce Snow

Ferndown Club News
We have enjoyed celebrating
charter anniversaries with longestablished clubs, and President
Sue has been pleased to induct
three members under the new
eligibility rules. We have welcomed
eminent local speakers; Georgina
Brooks MCSP, past president of
both IW Club of Parkstone & Poole
District and Poole Rotary Club, and
Cllr Robin Cook, thrice Mayor of
Wimborne. Georgina’s informative
Cllr Robin Cook with Pres. Sue
talk on women’s health was
illustrated with graphic slides and interspersed with exercises for us to perform in
situ! Robin combined fact with humour as he spoke from experience on ‘My Life
and Times at Harrods’.
CC: Mary Tuffrey
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Gillingham Club News
As a club we have all enjoyed visiting many other clubs and celebrating their
Birthdays and Anniversaries. Several of us attended and enjoyed District Meetings,
many social activities, coffee mornings and teas and we enjoyed a Brunch at a local
farm shop. An excellent breakfast and at the same time Pauline presented Audrey
Stanley with a basket of flowers from the club to mark her 50 years in Inner Wheel.
CC: Pauline Masters

Guernsey Club News
Instead of a January meeting we held a
games night at the home of our future
vice-President Amanda Milsted’s home.
It was terrific fun and with no apologies
for the platitude, Barbara Steer can be
seen demonstrating how running the
club is a bit like the game of Jenga – if it
isn’t managed carefully, it can tumble
down.
CC: Sue Whalley
All fall down!

Hamble Valley Club News
We were pleased to welcome DC Alisson to a business meeting in February and
then later, thanks to Speaker Secretary Muriel, we learned about the work of
Enforcement Officers “There’s a Bailiff at the Door” and from a Pharmacist about
the practice or art of preparing and dispensing drugs. On 21st April we shall be
wearing our hats and toasting the Queen’s 90th Birthday.
CC: Ann Parkinson

Havant Club News
One of the most popular events in the calender of Havant Inner Wheel is
the Past Presidents dinner. We have worked hard all the year, raising funds, doing
some community service, visiting
other clubs where we can,
and supporting our husbands in
Rotary. So it is time to indulge
ourselves! One Past President
comes each year from Malvern, a
considerable distance from
Havant. Each year PP Frankie
Moore not only organises the
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evening, she also entertains us generously at the start with canapes and fizz in her
lovely home where we can admire her beautiful garden. Then our husbands drive us
to our local tennis club where we dine on an excellent dinner. The gentlemen dine
elsewhere and collect us at the end of the evening. There is a great deal of
camaraderie and we enjoy each others' company. One Past President was
overheard to remark that it was one of the best benefits for having taken the office
of President.
CC: Jan Holmes

Hythe & District Club News
In the past few months we have played our one and only skittles match against
Itchen Valley and despite our best efforts we unfortunately lost but it was an
enjoyable afternoon of fun and friendship. We have held two very successful
charity events, Gardeners Question Time, which is now in its third year, in aid of
Hampshire & IOW Air Ambulance and other charities and an International charity
Luncheon in aid of The Rotary Jaipur Limb Project. On the social scene we have
celebrated St Patrick’s night with Irish music and dancing and a Bake Off with
members making and judging a variety of scones with very unusual flavours
including sweet potato, chilli and horseradish - and not a soggy bottom in sight!
CC: Wendy Lewis

Itchen Valley Club News
This April member Judith Smith gave a presentation about her grandson’s wedding
to his Japanese wife in Lahore Parkistan. Judith’s daughter Anisa arranged the
wedding including the making of all the suits and dresses for the family for the
three day event. Judith had 14 dresses! After a
fascinating talk with many beautiful pictures of
the wedding celebrations, members and friends
of the Club modeled Judith’s dresses and two
dresses worn by the bride.
CC: Helen McLean

Helen with the Bride’s dresses
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Lymington Club News
District Chairman Alisson invited us to a delicious supper at her home to meet the
Association President Trish Douglas and members of District Executive on the eve of
the District Rally. We were also invited to lunch at a meeting of Lymington Rotary
Club, which was very enjoyable, and we organised a very successful sausage and
mash lunch at Eileen Rayner’s home in aid of International charities. We continue to
enjoy monthly coffee mornings at various members’ homes.
CC: Jennie McNeill

Parkstone & Poole District Club News
The Club has held two successful events, a Bridge drive and an Antiques evening,
for the President’s charity Victoria Education Centre. Four members attended the
Association Conference in Glasgow which was most enjoyable.
CC: Elizabeth Walker

Portsmouth & Southsea Club News
The club is looking forward to celebrating its 80th Anniversary in July at the
Brookfield Hotel. A charity lunch is to be held in May at a local restaurant organized
by Susie Sanderson. We meet fortnightly for business and pleasure. To extend our
friendship, residents of Lindsey House, where meetings are held, have been invited
to join us several times for talks and refreshments. Water Aid continues to be
supported regularly.
CC: Mary Owen

Ventnor Club News
Our most exciting event so far this year has been our magical celebration at the
Royal Hotel Ventnor for our 70th Charter Year. Space is at a premium this month
so bullet points - beautiful venue, super lunch, lovely companionship and the
guest speaker gave an inspired performance entitled "Wild and Eccentric
Women of The Isle of Wight”. Enough said! We at Ventor wish all incoming
Presidents a full and enjoyable year.
CC: Kizzie Baker

Waterlooville Club News
To celebrate Inner Wheel Day this year we organised an afternoon tea for the
Emsworth and Hayling Island Parkinson’s Support Groups with entertainment
provided by the Waterlooville Rotary Ukulele Band. Audience participation was
encouraged and we organised a raffle. Profits from the Raffle were donated to the
Emsworth Support Group. The event, held at the Emsworth Community Centre and
attended by approximately 30 guests, proved to be a most enjoyable afternoon for
all. A very nice thank you letter was received and the final sentence “You all
brought a bit of sunshine to our group” certainly made it really worthwhile. To
celebrate the Queen’s birthday we shared a lovely afternoon tea with The District
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Chairman Alisson, Rotary President Sandy, Yvonne from The Rainbow Centre
charity, Inner Wheel members and friends. The Memorial Hall, Southwick was
decked in red, white and blue with
bunting and table decorations. Our
speaker Maureen Rose’s talk was
entitled ‘Dressmaker to the Queen’
and we were spellbound as she told
us that from a very young age she
had decided to be a dressmaker, to
work for Norman Hartnell and to
make clothes for the Queen. She
achieved all of this and shared a
Tea with the Queen’s dress maker
wonderful friendship with her Majesty for thirty years. Proceeds from the day went
to The Rainbow Centre, supporting children with cerebral Palsy. “There are few
hours in life more agreeable than the hour dedicated to the ceremony known as
afternoon tea” was certainly true on this special occasion.
CC: Janice Clare

Winchester Club news
Lucy Imrie Brown’s President’s evening took place in March and raised significant
funds for Arthritis UK. Heather Riley entertained us recounting stories of Joyce
Grenfell’s life. In March, we provided tea for Rotary’s annual Old Peoples Party, for

Royal birthday tea

Where did you get that hat!

100+ guests. Jenny Eames generously hosted a tea party on the 21st April to
celebrate the Queen’s 90th Birthday, when we enjoyed a sumptuous tea and
‘bubbles’ fit for a Queen! Hats were worn to honour this special occasion! Several
members entertained the party with a special Inner Wheel rendition of Che Sera
Sera!
CC: Maureen Chisnell
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Association Conference Glasgow
On Sunday 9th and Monday 10th April cars, trains and planes brought members of
District 11 to Glasgow for the Association Conference. We were spread among a
number of hotels in the centre of Glasgow and close to the Convention Centre but
we all started to meet each other during Registration on Monday afternoon.
Eventually 2,200 delegates from all over the British Isles had arrived.
On Monday afternoon a lucky few were invited to a reception by the Mayor of
Glasgow at the City Chambers. The building is imposing outside and beautiful inside
with marble everywhere and interesting murals. While we sipped wine, the Mayor
gave a welcoming speech which showed
that she had done her homework and
knew what Inner Wheel is about. Later
that evening District 11 members met up
with members from District 7 at Waxy
O’Connor’s for a social get together.
Waxy’s is in a most unusual and interesting
building with so many corridors and nooks
and crannies that it was surprising we ever
found each other. A most enjoyable
A huge response to School in a bag
evening was had by all and thanks to Linda
Pratley for finding such an interesting venue.
The Conference proper started on Tuesday morning with a United Service of Faiths
led by a friend of President Trish, Rev. Dr Laurence Whitley. The service was very
inclusive with secular readings and from a variety of faiths. The collection for Marie
Curie raised more than £9,000. The cheque was presented to Lady Claire McDonald,
an award winning cook and food writer and President Trish was very pleased to
announce that Lady Claire had agreed to
become a Patron of Inner Wheel.
A number of informative and inspirational
speakers were included in the programme.
Luke Simon, founder of School in a Bag,
described how he survived the Tsunami of
2004 but his brother Piers was killed.
School in a Bag is one of the initiatives of
the Piers Simon Foundation which was
founded in Piers memory. The
effectiveness of the talk was shown by the
queues of people wanting to pack bags at
lunch time. Olivia Giles a quadruple
Sweetie sellers
amputee due to meningitis, gave an update
on her charity 5,000 miles and Dr Paul Whittaker gave a fascinating talk about how
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blind people can ‘feel’ the music and even ‘sang’ a song using only sign language.
Probably one of the most entertaining ‘performances’ was from Sheila North who
gave a talk about living with Parkinsons. The talk was full of very dry humour given
with a dead pan face and voice because Sheila’s facial muscles are affected by the
disease. Jane Asher was unfortunately unable to attend at the last minute. Tricia
Stewart, one of the
Calendar Girls gave a talk
about how it has changed
her life and how the
group still continue to
raise money for blood
cancer charities.
International President
Charlotte de Vos, RIBI
President Peter Davey,
District 11 at the Cielidh
and Association President
Trish all gave interesting speeches.
The AGM on Wednesday morning went smoothly with all motions and amendments
passed. Full details will be published by Association, but some of the highlights
were; 753 new members many through the new membership rule, more than 500
national and local charities supported and more than 251 International Charities
supported.
The House of Friendship was buzzing throughout the Conference with a good
mixture of Inner Wheel, Charity and Commercial stands. President Trish’s Old
Fashioned Sweetie stall was particularly well visited.
The Conference entertainment was particularly good this year, again due to Trish’s
personal involvement. Tuesday evening’s ‘A Ticket to the Theatre’ was a medley of
songs from West End shows sung by
young professionals who were brought
together by musical director David
McMullen, a young man who had once
worked in Trish’s hotel. The Conference
finale was a presentation of Scottish
Dancing by young pupils from the Gordon
School of Dancing with a surprise
appearance by Trish and other Inner
Wheel members ‘Stepping Out’ in
Pres. Trish ‘Stepping Out’
leotards, white tie, tails and top hats— a
very polished performance! The final
evening saw us all coming together for a traditional Scottish Ceilidh. The hall was
packed and everyone enjoyed taking part in the dancing—a fitting end to a very
enjoyable Conference.
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District Rally 2016
The Holiday Inn staff were not sure what was happening when 150 ladies and two
gentlemen arrived for District 11’s Rally. There was an awful lot of noisy chatter,
with members and guests greeting old friends, whilst enjoying coffee and
tea. Association President Trish, Member of Council Ann and District Chairman
Alisson greeted members on their arrival
in the foyer. District Editor Wendy took
lots of photos, including the official ones
and we made our way through the
receiving line to the function room which
looked lovely with the round tables
beautifully laid up. Junior Vice Chairman
Brenda and her fellow member from
Waterlooville had made the three
gorgeous floral displays, including perfect
Members being welcomed
yellow roses for the top table and there
were spring flowers of daffodils and iris
in the vases on the table. Before lunch,
we were warmly welcomed by our
District Chairman Alisson and greetings
were brought from Rotary District
Governor Tony Summers, and the
District Chairman from 7, Pat Cole and
20, Carol Price. The candles of
Pres. Trish lighting a candle
friendship were lit by IIWPP Janet Day
for the past, Association President Trish for the present and new member Rita from
Parkstone & Poole for the future. After lunch DC Alisson introduced our Association
President Trish Douglas who gave an inspiring address. Nearly 160 members
enjoyed a lovely day.

Animated discussion before
the meeting
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DC Alisson with
Committee and guests

District Bowls Competition
Once again the District Bowls competition took place at Lockswood Bowling
Club. What an excellent club with pretty gardens around the perimeter which set
off the pitch. 22 ladies enjoyed their
time playing bowls and PDC Marjorie
Glasspole supported us from the sideline. The players ranged from very
experienced to complete novices and
even DC Alisson was encouraged to
take part. It was a fun afternoon, with
lots of laughter and thoroughly
enjoyable. At the end of the matches
we had homemade cakes in the club
house and a very welcome cup of tea
DC Alisson with the winner and runners up
or two or even three. Bowling is
thirsty work! The winner was Thelma Jacobs who looked totally astonished when
she was told she was the winner
but was very pleased to be
presented with the Cup. The joint
runners up were Joan Barton
(Locks Heath) and Doreen
Cummins (Lymington). A big thank
you to Joan Barton and members
of Locks Heath for organising the
event, liaising with the bowling
club and for the very welcome
The bowlers with DC Alisson
refreshments after the match.

District Skittles Final
The Phoenix Inn at Twyford was the venue for the
Skittles Final this year and the contestants were Itchen
Valley and Locks Heath. Both teams have their names on
the Wilson Shield as they have won in previous years and
Locks Heath were runners up in 2014/2015. This time
Locks Heath were the winners, for the fourth time. The
teams were helped by a young man from the Phoenix
Inn who energetically put up the skittles. Joan Barton
was Locks Heath’s organiser and the highest scorer in
their team was Joyce. Itchen Valley’s organiser was Ann
Kendall and their highest scoring member was June. The
teams were supported by non-playing members, including husbands from Locks
Heath and an enjoyable evening was had by all.
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Holiday Break
The Holiday break this year took place in a new hotel, the Ullswater in
Bournemouth. Unfortunately, SVC Linda was taken unwell on Monday which was
such a shame after all the hard work she had put into organising the week with her
committee. However, the five guests still had a great time. On the Saturday we
arranged plants and items of welcome in
each of the guest’s rooms and soon the
guests began to arrive. First was Joan
from Guernsey who Susan Parsons
(Hythe) had picked up early in the
morning from Southampton Airport and
then Ann Edwards (Ferndown) brought
along Pam and Jean and then Portsmouth
& Southsea’s President and Secretary
arrived with Jane and last, but by no
means least, Mary Smith, Parkstone & Poole’s President arrived with Cheryl. We
were soon mixed up and chatting together over tea and after our guests went to
freshen up they returned to the lounge for a welcome drink before dinner. After the
meal we were entertained by members
from Parkstone & Poole and everybody
was soon involved with the quiz and
‘guessing the items in a bag’. An
excellent start to the week.
I rejoined the group on Tuesday when 8
of us headed off to Wareham. Our first
port of call was Liz Rudd’s home for
coffee and then we made our way
down to the quay for a lovely trip on a small river boat on the River Frome. The
weather was kind and we had a very jolly captain with a dry sense of humour who
kept us entertained with stories of the river
and Wareham! The view of the town from the
river was very pretty, with the church in the
centre. Nearly everybody enjoyed the trip
although one of our party on their return felt
a little queasy. Wareham Club President,
Venn, gave us a few anecdotes on the way to
and from the quay. Our little trip was finished
off by a visit to a local church with beautiful
stained glass. On our return from the town we
again went to Liz’s home where her club
members were there to greet us and we had a lovely buffet lunch which included,
salmon, prawns, new potatoes and “the best quiche”, that Cheryl had ever had.
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Coffee and cake finished off a lovely outing. Once we were back at the Ullswater,
the energetic duo, Cheryl and Jane decided that they wanted to walk to Sand Banks
and so they set off together. The rest of our group put their feet up!At the last
evening meal, the ladies who had arrived a week before, fairly quiet and unsure of
what lay ahead were so complimentary about the week and very pleased indeed
that they had come away. Ann Edwards, who had taken over from Linda, was given
some gifts which included a bottle of Bombay Sapphire Gin!!
(This report was provided by Alisson who was not able to attend the whole week.)
The programme also included: A visit to the Russell Coates Museum, a Craft Evening
led by Susan Parsons, a visit to Fordingbridge with lunch hosted by Fordingbridge
Club, a Beetle Drive hosted by Parkstone & Poole Club, a visit to Wimborne Model
Village and Mill with lunch and tea hosted by Ferndown Club, a visit to Exbury
Gardens with lunch and tea hosted by Hythe Club, and a trip to Blandford Forum
Fashion Museum with lunch and tea hosted by Blandford Club.
The following poem of appreciation was penned by one of the guests:
To the Inner Wheel Ladies – District 11
We all arrived from different parts,
All feeling down, with heavy hearts.
You ladies from the Inner Wheel
knew straightaway how we’d feel.
You made us laugh with silly games,
and on our chests we wore our names.
We tried to make some cards as well,
don’t think they’d be good enough to sell.
We went upon a river trip in a boat so small,
we thought we’d tip.
We’ve walked and talked and laughed and cried
released those feelings locked inside.
Museums, car rides – some longer than planned
all contingencies were well in hand.
We’ve wined and dined and drunk enough tea
to send the Queen Mary out to sea.
We’ve made new friends – we will keep in touch
So, to you ladies we say ‘Thanks so much’
Joan Rouget, Guernsey
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Che Sera Sera
When I was just a pretty lass
I asked my mother, how would it be
If I went courting down by the brook?
Here’s what she said to me:
Inner Wheel is best
It’s better than all the rest
For friendship and fun and zest
Inner Wheel is best –Inner Wheel is best
When I got wed and had a home
I asked my husband, how would it be
If I sat chatting night after night?
Here’s what he said to me:
Inner Wheel is best
It’s better than all the rest
They’ll teach you to darn my vest
Inner Wheel is best –Inner Wheel is best
Now that the children have left home
I asked my husband, how would we be
Derby and Joan or bowls on the green?
Here’s what he said to me:
Inner Wheel is best
It’s better than all the rest
A man sometimes needs a rest
Inner Wheel is best –Inner Wheel is best
When I am old and stiff of knee
What is the future holding for me?
Pensioners lunches, travel for free?
Here’s what they said to me:
Inner Wheel is best
You’ll always be nicely dressed
With friends you’ll always be blessed
Inner Wheel is best –Inner Wheel is best
(Brought to Winchester IW by Pat Bunch, a former member now in Barnstable)
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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
Congratulations to all the couples with Wedding Anniversaries
GOLDEN
Kate & Roger Norrie - Winchester
Val & Jeff Kitts - Guernsey
Jenny & Ralph Ellis - Hythe & District
65 YEARS
Irene & James Cullen - Winchester
Jim & Kizzie Baker—Ventnor

Happy Birthday to the following
80th
Sue Nelmes - Winchester
Janet Fox - Parkstone & Poole District
90th
Jean Rees - Parkstone & Poole District
Irene Cullen - Winchester

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES SINCE SEPT 2015
We are pleased to welcome the following to District 11
NEW MEMBERS
Ruth Gregson - Guernsey
Marie-Francoise Goldsbrough - Guernsey
Helen Twitchen - Waterlooville
Diane Gatehouse - Basingstoke
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DEATHS AND BEREAVEMENTS

Deaths of Active members
We remember our friends who have died and give thanks for
the richness they brought to our lives.
Helen Funnell - Winchester
Christine Lyons - Basingstoke
(Past Pres. Basingstoke 2005/2006)
PDC Hazel Stringer - Southampton
Marian Suttle - Gillingham
(Past Pres. Gilingham 1983/84 and 1990/91)
Vida Alford - Wilton
Teddy Flint - Ventnor
(Aged 93 and a member of Inner Wheel for more than 60 years)
Shirley Smythe - Hythe

Bereavements
We offer our love and support and hope that our friendship may
help and sustain them in their loss
Pam Conway - Alton
Sue Nelmes - Winchester
(Ron died just before their Golden Wedding Anniversary)
Janet Hopwood - Locks Heath
Cynthia Woodford - Southamton
Rosemary Baker– Havant
Jenny Ray - Shanklin
Angela Woolley - Itchen Valley
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PDC Hazel Stringer
The President and members of the Inner Wheel Club of Southampton are sad
to announce the death of Hazel Stringer, at the age of 91 years, true champion
of Inner Wheel who upheld all the ideals of the Association. She joined
Southampton Club in 1965, soon serving as secretary (this she did three
times), treasurer and past Overseas Organiser (again three times). Hazel
carried on to become Club President. Onwards and upwards to District
Overseas Organiser and District Chairman. In 2002 Hazel was one of the first
to receive a Margarette Golding award, still rarely given, for exceptional
service outside of Inner Wheel, of which she was very proud. Hazel leaves a
large and loving family and many really good friends within Inner Wheel
District 11. We in Southampton will miss her sensible good humour and
courage in the face of poor health in recent times.
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