International Edition Spring 2019
International Rally

From the left hand side - District International Service Chairman Lyn Gutteridge, Association
International Service Chairman Shamim Govani, Toilet Twinning Speaker Lorraine Kingsley and
District Chairman Mary Smith at the International Rally in November

Greetings from District Chairman Mary Smith
My year is rapidly coming to an end and I don’t know what I will do with my time. I have been very busy with club visits and
some Charter Lunches and still have two more Charter events to go to and four more club visits. I have enjoyed all my visits,
meeting with members who are working very hard in the community and supporting charities. I have of course been drinking
lots of tea and coffee and eating quite a few cakes as well but most of all enjoying the Inner Wheel Friendship. I am looking
forward to the rest of my year and will be a little sad when it comes to an end.

With kindest regards and in friendship Mary

Published by District 11 of the Association of Inner Wheel Clubs in Great Britain and Ireland
Editor: Alisson Smith, Lymington Club
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Dates for your diary
8 May 2019

Bowls Competition, Lockswood Bowling Club

11-18 May 2019

Holiday Break, Elstead Hotel, Bournemouth

19 June 2019

District Skittles Final—venue tba

24 June 2019

AGM and Handover, Holiday Inn Winchester

2 - 3 July 2019

Annual Assembly, Leicester

13 July 2019

Club Officers AssemblyRichard Taunton College, Southampton

21 September 2019

UN International Day of Peace

13 November 2019

International Service Rally, Hamworthy Club

27 - 29 April 2020

Association Conference Waterfront Conference Centre, Belfast

3/4/5/6 March 2021

IIW Convention (Jaipur, India)

Dear Members
Once again I have enjoyed putting the magazine together and hope you enjoy this edition. The profile
edition will be a printed version and will be available at the Club Officer’s Assembly in July. Thank you to
the Club Correspondents and International Service Organisers for their reports and photos this time and
to all who contributed in anyway. The last page (24) of this edition shows a picture of the banner used
at the Conference in Cardiff produced by the Membership and Development committee. It makes
interesting reading. Over the last 95 years, Inner Wheel, locally, nationally and internationally really
has made a difference.
Yours in friendship, Alisson

Profile Edition
Calling all Club Correspondents and all members wishing to send in contributions for
the next Roundabout 11 which is the Profile Edition. I look forward to receiving them.
THE NEXT COPY DATE IS 10 June 2019

Important web sites:

District — www.innerwheeldistrict11.org.uk
Association — www.innerwheel.co.uk
International — www.internationalinnerwheel.org
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Monies Donated to International 2017/2018
£

Charity

Andean Medical Mission (Bolivia)
Aquabox
DEC (Indonesian Tsunami)
DEC (Myanmar)
CURE
Habari – Build Africa
Lepra
Mary’s Meals

225
1,220
495
50
25
50
140
545

Medicins Sans Frontiers
New Eye Project in India
Orbis – Operation Sight
Project Pearls – Philippines
Rotary Polio Project
Rotary Shoe Boxes
Send a Cow Africa
Shelter Box
School in a Bag

125
50
141
1,038
22
289
135
3,140
838

Sightsavers
Smile Train
SPANA
The Butterfly Tree
Toilet Twinning
Tools for Self Reliance
VSO
Water Aid
World Water Works

30
233
425
5,438
675
40
120
814
250

Total

£16,553
The International IW three year social project,
which began in July 2018 is
‘CARING FOR WOMEN AND GIRLS’
IW in GB & I is supporting initiatives to end
PERIOD POVERTY. Several charity initiatives
have been set up within GB & I to help alleviate
the problem. Here are just four:Red Box Project
Bloody Good Period
The Crimson Wave
The Homeless Period
Further details on the Association website
3

TOILET TWINNING
In November the District Rally was held at The Hamworthy Club. In addition to 187 members, we were
joined by the Association International Service Chairman, Shamim Govani. The stalls selling scarves and
accessories, jewellery and cakes raised money for Water Aid (£119), Orbis – Operation Sight (£141) and
Smile Train (£133). Our speaker was from this year’s District International Charity, Toilet Twinning, which
is based in Bournemouth.
Unbelievably, 1 in 3 people worldwide don’t have somewhere safe, private or hygienic to go to the toilet.
Lack of good sanitation affects the health of everyone, meaning adults are unable to work and provide for
their families, children are too sick to attend school and many die young due to dysentery or diarrhoea.
Women and girls are vulnerable to being bitten by snakes, or attacked, as they walk to the edge of their
community to go to the toilet in the open late at night.
By donating £60 (possibly a coffee morning or tea afternoon) you can help fund a project in a poor
community that will enable families to build a basic toilet, have access to clean water and learn about
hygiene. A combination that saves lives.
By sending your donation directly to Toilet Twinning, 1052-1054 Christchurch Road, Bournemouth, BH7
6DS and requesting a certificate, one will be sent to your club, complete with colour photo of your twin
toilet and GPS coordinates, so you can look up your twin’s location on Google Maps and please let me
know, so I can thank your club members.
International Service Chairman Lyn Gutteridge
Eleanor Rennie, secretary of Falkirk Inner Wheel,
wrote a poem about Toilet Twinning that became the
winning poem to represent GB & I at the International
Conference in Melbourne in April 2018.
“Water, water everywhere
Nor any drop to drink”
These words seem like a paradox
They make us stop and think
We take it so for granted
We use it without thought
But what of those less fortunate
Where water can’t be got?
None to wash your hands with
No modern sanitation
A human right we all deserve
From nation unto nation.
Then Toilet Twinning came to mind
As something we could do
By raising funds and giving aid
To those without a loo!
So let’s remember all of those
Who live, but might have died
Because their sanitation needs
Have now been satisfied
If we can help through what we give
Then there will be, we feel
A long and lasting legacy
Left by The Inner Wheel.
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International Inner Wheel
Theme
2018—2019
Empower and Evolve

Alton - Chartered 1962
President: Christine Silver
Members 16

Last year our ambition was to fill a Haberdashery Box for Tools for Self Reliance and I am pleased to say it
was delivered to the Rally in November. This is a great charity and one that involves all members and
really costs nothing, as we all have odds and ends in our sewing boxes. The club are great supporters of
the Christmas shoe box scheme and delivered 13 boxes to Rotary last year. The natural disasters in the
World happen so often these days and once again we were able to respond to an appeal and send a
donation to Shelter Box. Our charity this year is Water Aid with the hope that soon everybody in the
world will have access to clean water.
International Service Organiser Margaret Lynn

Although small in number, we continue to raise
money for local and national charities, and in
October, members took part in a sponsored walk
round Alton to raise money for the local charity
“Dementia Friendly Alton”. A soup and pie lunch in
December also raised significant funds for charity.
We continue to enjoy a monthly pub lunch and
interesting talks from visiting speakers at our
monthly meetings.
The picture shows members preparing to set off
on their sponsored walk!

Club Correspondent Pauline Catterill

Andover - Chartered 1950
Presidents: Maria Neale, Maureen Burgess, Eileen Stainton
Members 18

We were pleased to welcome our District Chairman in November who gave us a talk about Autism. We
showed her the cut-out soldier we had decorated and which was displayed in the town centre
representing Andover who had lost 215 men during the First World
War. Again in November we held a Christmas wreath making event and
were instructed by an experienced and well known florist, who not only
excels in her demonstration but by entertaining and instructing us gave the
afternoon a party atmosphere. 22 ladies
attended including guests and we were
pleased to raise money for one our
charities. In December the Club was
invited to enter the Christmas Tree
Festival at St. Michael’s Church. All the
decorations were made by our
members and it was a pleasure to take
part. In January we once again joined
Salisbury Club to commemorate IW Day beginning with a service in Salisbury Cathedral followed by lunch
in a local hotel.
We are now in the process of arranging a ‘Musical Evening’ with the Andover Light Orchestra who will
provide us with well known light and classical pieces. This will take place at the end of March and we have
invited other IW Clubs.
Club Correspondent Maureen Burgess
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Basingstoke - Chartered 1955
President: Margaret Jenner
Members 24

We ended 2018 with a very successful Christmas Lunch at the Red Lion Hotel in Basingstoke where we
have our monthly meetings. The attached picture is not of our Xmas lunch but our usual luncheon get
together after meeting. In January we had a very interesting talk by a local solicitor on Power Of Attorney,
followed in February with a presentation on The Princes Trust where volunteers help youngsters between
the age of 16 and 30 with problems who want to gain experience, skills, training and confidence.
The Club has decided this year to support the District
International Charity, Toilet Twinning, promoted with such
enthusiasm at the November District Rally. In conversation
with friends, it seems as though many other organisations
and churches are also adopting Toilet Twinning.
We will hold five Mystery lunches over the next two months.
This is a popular way for members to meet each other in the
homes of the five hosts. Members and friends choose to
lunch on one of the five given dates. Their hosts are only
revealed shortly before the date of the lunch. In the early
summer we then hope to hold an Open Coffee morning on a Saturday.

Club Correspondent Liz Brant

International Service Organiser Maggie Morgans
Basingstoke Deane - Chartered 1984
President: Tina Pickering
Members 11

Our club is very small with only 11 members. We held a coffee morning at the end of last year and the
profit was divided between two charities namely Jessie’s Fund and The Alzheimer’s Society. Again this
year members enjoyed a Christmas Dinner get together at a local country pub. The New Year has seen us
continue meeting in member’s homes and we are looking forward to welcoming the District Chairman to
our March meeting. We are hoping to arrange a walk and guided tour of a local village in the next couple
of months and we continue to invite the occasional speaker along to our meetings.
Club Correspondent Janie Vickers

OBJECTS OF INNER WHEEL
To promote true friendship

To encourage the ideals
of personal service
To foster International
understanding
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Boscombe & Southbourne - Chartered 1956
President: Marilyn Curtis
Members 24

Moving into my fourth year as Club ISO the club has agreed that we will support Tools for Self Reliance a
local charity. When we visited them last year, as we do most years, we identified that whilst they had a
large number of tools of various types they needed money. This money is needed to send the kits to
Africa with the necessary personnel to teach how to use the kits. With the kit and the necessary
expertise it is possible to develop a business. So our focus will be on raising funds.
We hope to have another successful fund raiser in June. This will take the form of a walk and a lunch
from my home. As a club we supported the International Rally with 12 members attending. Goods were
also donated. We packed 39 shoe boxes this year and we will continue to support the Butterfly Tree and
School in a bag. We also raise money by Car Boot Sales selling goods donated by members who are
‘downsizing’. We sent a donation to Mary’s Meals which was doubled up.
Six members of the club and one husband will be visiting our twin club of Goteborg Nora in Sweden in
May and we look forward to meeting old friends and making new ones.
International Service Organiser Ann Cunliffe

Cosham - Chartered 1951
President: Maretta Nelson
Members 23

We are holding our International Lunch in May at The Lysses House Hotel in Fareham when our speaker
will be Commander Victoria Arden RN who will talk about a century of women in the Royal Navy, with a
personal insight into her 27 year career which includes active service in various theatres and command of
the Maritime Sea King Force. Proceeds from the event will go to Women and Girls, a charity providing
sustainable sanitary wear to women and girls in India and to Toilet Twinning, our District International
Charity. Last year we supported a number of International charities, including Shelterbox, Send a Cow, The
Andean Medical Mission, Medecins sans Frontieres, The Butterfly Tree, WaterAid and Lepra.
International Service Organiser Louise Withers
An American lunch was served when our District Chairman, Mary Smith made the annual visit to our
club. We enjoyed a traditional Christmas lunch at a local Hotel and again this year, helped our Rotarians
with their supermarket collections, for which we received a donation towards our local charities. On IW
Day our members split into two groups. One group met up at All Saints Church in Portsmouth with cakes
and pastries for the charity, 'Friends without Borders'. The other group accepted Alton’s invite to play in
the IW Skittles competition. Alton just beat us and they now go on to play in the next round.
Then at our first meeting in January, President Maretta presented
our longest serving member, Renate Dodd with a certificate in
recognition of her 50 years continuous membership and service to
the IW Club of Cosham. She was also presented with a bouquet of
flowers, and a special cake. We congratulate Renata for her
friendship and long service to our club 1969-2019.
Club Correspondent Sylvia Whitmore-Jones
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Ferndown - Chartered 1977
President: Joan Hunter
Members 20

Our membership is now 20 following the sad death of Joyce Buckley recently. Our International Service
Organiser is Pauline Richardson who recently held an International Coffee Morning and raised enough
money to cover one and a half toilets. We held a Pauper’s Lunch for IW Day and also a Knit and Natter
recently so that we now have a number of knitted objects to be sent off. We began this year with a very
informal Beetle Drive and have continued to exercise our brains with our Quiz Meeting held in West
Moors recently. The results were all fairly close though the actual questions were very challenging –
congratulations to all who took part.

We had a very interesting Dinner Speaker in January who came to talk about Myra’s Wells – a local
charity founded in memory of Myra Martin who died in a tragic traffic accident. A student from Burkina
Faso (an extremely poor country in West Africa) had stayed with her and she invited Myra’s husband to
visit her country. From his visit he realized how few of the country folk had access to clean water and set
up the charity in memory of his wife to provide clean drinking water to the people living in remote
villages – cost £4,000 per well; the registered charity is called Myra’s Wells and to date 71 wells have
been provided for this very poor country. Quite a remarkable record!!!
Club Correspondent Sally Elliott
Fordingbridge - Chartered 2000
President: Marion Gregory
Members 16
Five members attended the International Service Rally in November and thoroughly enjoyed a talk by the speaker
from Toilet Twinning. Goods were donated to the International charities which included spectacles, mobile
phones, sewing kits, ring pulls, stamps etc. and 42 children’s jumpers kindly knitted for us by an elderly
Fordingbridge lady. In October we helped our Rotary Club with shoe boxes and on Inner Wheel International Day
we visited our local lunch club for the elderly, members who went along presented them with chocolates, tea and
coffee, and enjoyed staying for a chat.

International Service Organiser Sue Wheatley
The Club were very pleased to welcome Fay Gelleburn and Brenda Hudson as new members in January. The
February Meeting was a talk with photographs given by the husband of one of our members, Penny Kidson of part
of their boat trip around Britain. We all look forward to the second “half”.

Club Correspondent Helen Tague
Gillingham - Chartered 1979
President: Linda Farnsworth
Members 14

We may only be a small club, but we are certainly proud of our achievements towards helping those in “Third
World” countries. It is very fortunate that we have some expert “knitters” who have made many delightful blankets
to be sent overseas. We have also collected a considerable amount of used stamps, which is so easy, and would
otherwise be thrown away. Why not put them to good use? “School in a Bag” has been an on going project for us,
and we are delighted to do so, as when one reads the “blogs” that are sent about by this charity, it makes us realise the impact this has. There are numerous other items we collect and also have supported the Butterfly Trust for
another year. Maybe what we do is a drop in the ocean, but worthwhile all the same.

Club Correspondent Linda Farnsworth
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Gosport - Chartered 1947
Presidents: Hazel Holford and Sandra Forbes
Members 20

Last April we held our International event and listened to an interesting talk about the early history of the
Solent while we looked out on to that stretch of water at Stokes Bay sailing club on a beautiful day. We
raised money for the Butterfly Tree and Shelter. We had money left so when the Indonesian crisis
happened we were able to send a large donation to Aqua Box.
In the Autumn a group of our members got together, formed a good production line and filled shoe boxes.
We have collected stamps for the Leprosy Mission and ring pulls for the Purple Community. When one of
our members goes on a cruise she persuades the bar staff to save the ring pulls and they accumulate! We
are now starting to prepare for our next event which will be Lunch by the sea at Stokes Bay Sailing Club.
International Service Organiser Alvis Philips
Our first fund raising event of the new IW year was a stall at the
Alverstoke Michaelmas Fayre organised by Gosport Rotary Club.
This year the cover for the Souvenir Programme was designed by
one of our Inner Wheel members. On Inner Wheel Day we had a
coffee and cake morning in aid of the carer’s holiday. Fortunately no
-one seemed to have started a New Year diet. Also in January it was
good to see members from Waterlooville and Cosham at our annual
curry lunch which was held in aid of our main charity.
District Chairman Mary

Club President
Correspondent
Margaret Bevington
Joan

£244,009.87

£875,632.57

raised by clubs in GB & I

raised by clubs in GB & I

For 248 International

For local charities

Charities
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Guernsey - Chartered 1947
President: Sue Whalley
Members 42 / 2 Honorary

This year Guernsey Club are putting most of their efforts into supporting the District International Charity
Toilet Twinning and are holding a Film Night at the local cinema to raise funds to twin a few toilets!
Throughout the year we add our support to the Rotary Shoebox Appeal by spending a week checking the
4000 plus shoeboxes that are donated by local people here on the island. Lots of fun is had doing this and
we are continually amazed at how much some people can fit in a shoebox and of course the generosity of
our islanders.
After our annual Round Island Walk of 39 miles we spend time collecting any unwanted walk T-Shirts
from the entrants which we then pass on to the Tumaini Fund – a Guernsey based charity that works in
Tanzania. We are also working with the Girl Guides locally and are collecting small travel soaps for them
to put in hygiene packs, once again for the Tumaini Fund.
International Service Organiser Amanda Milsted
On International IW Day we held a fashion show at one of the island’s day centres, the Russels, where
several members volunteered to model clothes from our local hospice, Les Bourgs, charity shop. The
Russels lounge was full with clients from the island’s other day centre, Jubilee House, as well as residents
from the adjoining Longue District
Rue sheltered
accommodation apartments. Member Susan Crossley provided
Chairman Mary
President Joan
background
music on the piano and Heather Norman compered in her own inimitable style.
Although not many sales were made, we entertained the clients of both day centres in an original and
sociable way because it brought them together for morning coffee, sherry and then lunch. Hopefully it
will have raised the profile of the Hospice Shop and of course the Inner Wheel. The Guernsey Press (our
local daily newspaper) sent a representative and a report with a photo of President Sue modelling
appeared in the paper the next day!

On Sunday 27 January we held our Charter Lunch at Les Cotils. We were happy to host District Chairman
Mary Smith, Guernsey Rotary President Mike Le Conte and his wife Linda, Jersey Joint Inner Wheel
Presidents Christine Woodward and Sue Chipperfield, and Friends of Guernsey Rotary President Adrian
Armitage and his wife Cherry.

Club Correspondent Caroline Raines
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Hythe & District - Chartered 1977
President: Mary Fenn
Members 27

Unfortunately our main event in November was disappointing as our “speaker” had to cancel at the 11th
hour due to illness. However, we had a delicious lunch with lots of chatting and friendship. We also
organised the “Inner Wheel Day the World Over” with a Chinese Banquet. The hall decorated with a fine
collection of Chinese banners had Chinese music in the background and a collection of facts on China
were distributed to each table. Games were also organised involving chopsticks and smarties; sorting out
the dexterous from the non-dexterous and the honest from the dishonest! The excellent Chinese food
was provided by outside caterers, who allowed us to use knives and forks!!!.
In January we heard about the work of the food bank from a local organiser and as part of our
International Service, we collected 45.1 kg of goods which equated to a distribution of 140 meals.
International Service Organiser Jan Hoy
As usual the club had a busy time during the autumn
and winter months including inducting two new
members, Vanessa Daley and Merrily Stephens. Our
club Anniversary was celebrated in October by
visiting an Italian restaurant. The festive period
started with an evening at President Mary’s home for
exchange of Christmas cards, whilst enjoying Mary’s
mulled wine and nibbles and the club Christmas diner
was at a local restaurant with District
games Chairman
put on byMary
the
President
Joan
Social committee.

Club Correspondents Maureen Moseley and Jan Hallum
Itchen Valley - Chartered 1987
President: Martha Smiley
Members 27

I attended the International Rally at the Hamworthy Club in November and was impressed by the two
enthusiastic lady speakers. I recounted much of their talks to my club who, as always, were very
interested in the hardship and deprivation being suffered still in our world. We responded by donating a
modest sum to the Toilet Twinning organisation. Our first donation this year will be to Sightsavers to
help treat Trachoma which causes pain and blindness to the young in some stricken areas. We continue
to collect teddies and stamps for the clubs who put them to good use and we run an ongoing collection
monthly of loose change which will accumulate to help serve those in need.
International Service Organiser Marianne Orman
We enjoyed a “Frugal Lunch” at President Martha’s home on Inner Wheel Day in January. Martha’s
chosen charity for this year is the Romsey Hospital League of Friends and we have arranged a fundraising
event for this cause at the Concorde Club in April entitled “A Passion for Pearls”. This should be an
interesting insight into all aspects of pearls, with an opportunity to buy some!
Three of our founder members have been unwell for several months and we all wish them improved
health and we are now looking forward to warmer weather!
Club Correspondent Vronwen Johns
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Hamble Valley - Chartered 1977
President: Bernice Phillips
Members 23

International Inner Wheel Service - what a very special way we have to access help to women and girls
with special needs. This year we are focussing on the very personal care of women and girls for their
hygiene, dignity and safety.
To celebrate International IW Day, we had a quiz and fish and chip supper. We had a very enjoyable
evening with family and friends, with lots of laughter and chatter. Thank goodness the quiz master was
not aiming to find a new “Brain of Britain.” The proceeds will help to fund our Toilet Twinning
programme and other IW charities.
We have already supported the Rotary Shoe Boxes appeal with 6 boxes for teenage girls. We have
collected the usual medley of items for various charities.
The “Period Poverty” appeal is perhaps a surprising charity within GB&I as this type of need is usually
only associated with 3rd world countries. But wherever there are women and girls, the fundamental
needs are the same and we want to help.
International Service Organiser Jean Gavin

Club Correspondent Ann Parkinson

President Joan

District Executive
District Chairman
Mary Smith
Parkstone & Poole
Senior Vice Chairman
Jane Ingram
Hamble Valley
Junior Vice Chairman
Mary Fenn
Hythe & District

£1,119,642.44

Immediate Past Chairman
Brenda Cairns
Waterlooville

raised by clubs in GB & I

For local and

Secretary
Monica Dillon
Salisbury

International Charities

Member of Council
Lyn Ashley
Cosham
Treasurer
Susan Parsons
Hythe and District
International Service
Chairman
Lyn Gutteridge
Cosham
Membership Officer/Health
& Safety & Vulnerable Adult
Safeguarding Co-ordinator
Brenda Cairns
Waterlooville
District Editor
Alisson Smith
Lymington
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Jersey - Chartered 1946
Joint Presidents:

Sue Chipperfield and Christine Woodward
Members 38
1 Honorary Member

Our ISO Doreen Reed has undertaken three projects during her term of office. We had our annual fund
raising brunch to which we invited other service clubs and members from our two Rotary Clubs,
Soroptimists and Probus and we raised funds to purchase a water box. This Rotarian project, initiated
after the Tsunami of 2004, is a rapid response to families who have lost their homes and possessions
following natural and manmade disasters and have no access to safe drinking water. Our club has
donated several of these boxes to date.

Doreen appealed to members for donations of used cards and stamps which are utilised by Ecce Homo.
Members brought these along on our International IW Day. On the same day, we were invited to take on
an even bigger challenge in the form of sewing and knitting. Doreen invited Sarah Jane Allan from our
sister island of Guernsey, as our Guest Speaker. She gave a talk on the Tumaini (hope) fund which is for
the benefit of the Aids widows and orphans in its base in Kagera in northwest Tanzania. The work covers
the communities of Ngara, Kayanga, Muleba, Chato and Biharamulo. The charity currently supports
25,000 orphans through 180 Parish workers and 11 social workers, who are all Tanzanian. The charity
was set up in 2003 after Doctor Sue Wilson and her husband witnessed parents and children searching the
valleys of Kagera for food — they had fled following the genocide in Rwanda. Women had been raped in
Rwanda and had contracted aids and there were around 200,000 orphans. On the Burundi border hand
grenades are still a hazard. The Wilsons contacted agencies and started a community support service
amongst the children where older siblings were acting as surrogate mothers.
Due to the lack of sanitary protection, girls in Africa have often missed school on a monthly basis, and this
in turn affects the quality of their education. Sanitary protection is now being provided by making
sustainable sanitary wear which lasts up to two years. This comes in the form of individual toilet bags
containing two pairs of knickers, and liners. Towelling wash cloths and soap are also included to
encourage appropriate hygiene. Buttons, needles and cottons provide a repair sewing kit. Without them,
the girls would use rags or leaves and miss out on school. The packs restore dignity and confidence
changing lives.
We decided to commit ourselves to making these life changing packs. Also there were knitting patterns
available for knitting longer styled jumpers as it gets cold at night. We have since held our first craft
session, and this long term project is well under way. The three year International Inner Wheel social
project is “Caring for Women and Girls”, so what could be more appropriate?
LEFT TO RIGHT: Displaying some of the samples are Joint Presidents Sue Chipperfield and Christine Woodward, Speaker Sarah
Jane Allan and International Service Organiser Doreen Reed.
International Service Organiser Doreen Reed

Association President Ann Acaster’s charity 2018—2019
www.jessiesfund.org.uk — based in York
Helps children with additional and complex needs or serious illness to
communicate by using music. Music can prove a powerful and
profound way in which children can express themselves and connect
with the world around them. The charity also helps train specialist
teachers. See website for further information.
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Locks Heath — Chartered 1974
President: Joan Barton
Members 26
I can’t believe how quickly this year has gone. In September we met to fill shoeboxes ahead of our November fill with Rotary.
A great morning of chat and working at the art of seeing how many items one
can fit in a shoebox! In October we had our fund raiser, an afternoon of Kurling and tea. The time was spent in laughter, competitive spirit and friendship
with a reviving tea to round things off. We raised a significant amount for
ShelterBox thanks to the generosity of members and guests. November saw a
good number of our members travelling westwards to District and International Rally. A trip that was enjoyed by all even if running the jewellery stall
was hectic. Thanks to my helpers we sold an amazing number of items and
raised a good amount for Orbis. World Toilet day offered us the chance to
raise money for our District charity Toilet Twinning. A member provide us
with a very pretty china potty and that soon had pennies rolling in. Combined
with a coffee morning and International IW Day we are pleased to have
enough to build two toilets which we have asked to be built in Afghanistan.
We have also supported the granddaughter of a member who is going to Swaziland in the summer to do voluntary work in a village. We hope she will come
and talk to us of her experiences when she returns. We continue to support other clubs when possible and enjoy the variety of
events we have attended, we also support other charities through our collections.

International Service Organiser Penny Taylor
We have started the New Year off well when we welcomed a new member Mrs
Barbara Lawrence. Our resident knitter and crocheter Rosemary McCormack is
very busy again, knitting children’s garments for the maternity unit at QA
Hospital, to help raise funds for a scanner. Also, new born babies in the
Premature Baby Unit in Southampton are going to get a treat, Rosemary is going
to crochet baby octopi for them to grab hold of. This stops them from pulling
out the connecting tubes. My hat goes off to her.

World Toilet Day

Our Inner Wheel Day was a very social get together at Mo Kirby’s home, stamp
cutting, Knitting (Rosemary) and lots of chatter. During the morning, members
watched a video of the Presentation given at the Rotary Conference in Jersey. It
was the Locks Heath Rotary Club’s Banner ‘ journey into space’ an idea
conceived and pursued by Rotarian John Hopwood and taken into space by
Major Tim Peake. It was all very moving.
Our President Joan’s Charity Fund raising event to be held on 5th April 2019 is
progressing very well. This will be a great day, Fish and Chips lunch plus Shuffle
Board. (Great entertainment).

Club Correspondent Eve Aitken

14

New member Barbara and President Joan

Lymington — Chartered 1947
President: Jane Haines
Members 15
As usual we held our Sausage and Mash lunch in my house which was a lovely gathering of Rotary, Inner
wheel and friends. This was a great success. Our other fund raising events are monthly coffee mornings
held in different venues. Again, a lovely way to meet and natter. When I went to the National
Conference in Bournemouth, I was
very impressed by a water filter
system promoted by Rotary, so that
we divided our money between
District Charity “The Butterfly Tree”
and “World Waterworks”. We again
helped Rotary fill around 17
Shoeboxes. On Inner Wheel Day this
year large boxes of toiletries had been
collected which we then proceeded to
sort into 50 bags which were then
given to the Women’s Refuge for
Members with some of the bags of toiletries
vulnerable women

International Service Organiser Eileen Rayner
Over the Christmas period we wrapped parcels for Honeypot, decorated
a tree for the tree festival at St Thomas Church and had an excellent
Christmas dinner at SVP Anne’s lovely home. We visited the Air
Ambulance premises to present a cheque. During District Chairman Mary
Smith’s visit to our Club she was able to induct a new member, Vivien
Godfrey. We have had interesting speakers, including a lady from New
Forest Mohair and Julie from the Red Box Project and we are looking President Jane with Julie from the
forward to celebrating our 70th Charter in June with other clubs from Red Box Project
around the District.

Club Correspondent Jennie McNeill

District Chairman Mary Smith’s
Charity 2018—2019

Autism is a neurodevelopmental condition. This means that the
development of the brain and wider nervous system differs
from typical neurodevelopment.
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Parkstone & Poole - Chartered 1973
President: Liz Crew
Members: 53

My second year as ISO has been rewarding. Our members again pulled out all the stops and generously
donated and packed 25 Shoe Boxes for Rotary.
Sewing machines and various other items of Haberdashery were collected for Tools of Self Reliance and
several members and I went in September to an enlightening talk and tour with lunch afterwards (of
course!). Jo Shannon from (TFSR) is coming along to a forthcoming meeting to update us on her visit last
year to Sierra Leone.
A very successful “Bring and Buy” coffee morning was held for International in aid of “Toilet Twinning”
exceeding expectations. This was largely due to 19 members attending the International Rally in
November where a very interesting talk was given on the subject.
Our team of dedicated knitters have been busy with their needles making some wonderful items, and we
continue to collect spectacles, stamps and other district suggestions and our “Money Pot” for loose
change is getting very heavy. We look forward to the coming months for more results.
International Service Organiser Susan Taylor
Santa visited our Christmas Lunch with a secret gift for all. District Chairman Mary Smith was in
attendance at our “Frugal lunch” on Inner Wheel day where members made delicious soup. A large
collection of goodies was given to the local Food Bank as well as Potted Bowls of bulbs sent to 2 local
Residential Nursing Homes who have been kind to our elderly members. Toiletries were also collected
and bagged to give to LEAF (Leukemia Education And Fundraising) a local charity providing supplies to
ladies going into hospital at short notice.
Club Correspondent Sheila Courtney
Romsey Test - Chartered 1992
Joint Presidents: Margaret Duncan and Diana King
Members: 30

At the time of writing, we are still counting the proceeds of yet another successful Quiz evening. This
raised money for both “International” charities and a “local “ charity - Jane Scarth House. We have been
so lucky, as for many years Jean and David Bloomfield (retired Rotarian) have set and posed the questions
ie master minded the quiz, leaving Inner Wheel to shine while providing a lovely supper and lots of great
prizes. We thank them for putting in so much work on our behalf and giving everyone such a great
evening’s entertainment.
Our International Service Organiser Helen also reports that a group meet regularly to knit hats as well as
blankets for the Mission for Seafarers and we continue to collect stamps, specs and haberdashery items
for other clubs.
Club Correspondent Beryl Staples
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Salisbury - Chartered 1955
Presidents: Margaret Webber and Mary Porter
Members: 22
Sadly Salisbury Club has struggled in recent years with finding officers to the extent that, for the past 2
years, we have had no International Service Organiser.
We also reluctantly decided to confine our now more limited Club fund raising activities to supporting
local charities. Our current President’s charity is the Salisbury Refuge. We also support the District
Holiday Break and our Chairman’s charity. Our main fundraising event this year is to be on the afternoon
of April 23 when a local garden expert from Wilton Garden Centre will talk about making hanging baskets
before we all enjoy a homemade cream tea.
To support other clubs with helping international charities, our members aim to collect items such as ring
pulls and postage stamps and provide knitted items. A few of us still enjoy attending the District
International Rally and International events arranged by other clubs in the District.
Our speakers this year have included our local Rotary President, Ann Smith, who spoke on an
international theme about her recent experiences in the Congo as part of a group assisting in the
development of community projects in very isolated villages alongside the Congo river where conditions
are extremely primitive.
The attached photograph of DC Mary
with a some of our 19 members was
taken when Mary came to Salisbury Club
for our usual monthly lunch followed by
our regular business meeting.
Club Correspondents Valerie Ekins and
Pat Watkinson

Shanklin - Chartered 1934
President: Joan Buckett
Members: 11

Members have continued their support for many charities including a donation sent to The Butterfly Tree.
The School in a Bag, where 5 satchels were purchased, these were sent to India. Christmas shoe boxes
were packed for distribution by Rotary International, a donation was sent to support victims of the
Tsunami. Two functions were hosted by a member, an American lunch before Christmas where the
proceeds of the raffle was sent to Mary’s Meals and more recently a coffee morning to pack a sewing box
for Tools for Self-Reliance. We plan to support the District chosen charity Toilet Twinning and host an
International event.
International Service Organiser Ann Cable
Unfortunately, we have lost another treasured member who died at the end of last year. Our membership
is very low now but despite this we are still very active. There is such friendship and we all support one
another and have many things planned for the year ahead.
Club Correspondent Jo Pratt
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Southampton - Chartered 1946
President: Wendy Hutchings
Members: 25
This year our President Wendy has chosen Parkinsons as her charity to support.
Our annual Christmas Fare in November was very successful and well
supported. The photo shows the lovely collection of tea cosies knitted by a
member that were on sale at the fare. Our recent International event was a
successful afternoon tea in aid of SPANA, an animal welfare charity that works
in some of the most remote areas of the world to improve the lives of working
animals. We had an excellent speaker from the Royal Victoria Country Park.

Club Correspondent Jean Delavault
Swanage & Purbeck - Chartered
President: Margaret Kinsella
Members: 15
At the end of last year we decided to support Samara's
Aid for Syria. With great help from the 'Nutty Knitters' in
Swanage we were able to deliver 15 large bin bags of
beautifully knitted clothes, blankets and teddies to
Cosham Inner Wheel who kindly took them to Drayton
United Church for us. (photograph of knitted items
attached). We are also supporting Aquabox and in
March we are having a Bring and Buy sale. Later in the
year we shall be holding a seafront stall, selling books
and other items. Jenny Huntley has kindly offered to
prepare a meal for us at her home with all profits going
to Aquabox. We are all looking forward to this! To
celebrate IW Day we met up with Wareham for a meal
followed by a quiz and the occasion was very enjoyable.

International Service Organiser Anne Warren
The Charity for President Margaret’s half year is going to be 'MY TIME' a local outdoor centre in rural beautiful surroundings
for Young Carers to have a well deserved Break and to be young and free with others like them. We are looking forward to
visiting this centre and our Speaker at our last meeting was extremely enthusiastic about this scheme and we will give them
our full support. We are starting with a lunch fund raising event and I am sure a lot more ideas will follow. We are also
hoping to arrange a social idea of having coffee out together and a good chat !! when ever possible. We are also supporting
our Rotary Club in their forthcoming 60th Charter Dinner Celebration.

Club Correspondent Kathie Stimpson
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Ventnor - Chartered 1946
President: Linda Pratley
Members : 21
October was a busy month, our ever popular ‘Soup & Sweet Quiz Night’ brought in a successful amount
for our International fund. Everyone enjoyed the ’Shoebox’ afternoon at Kay Onyett’s. We managed to
fill over 40 boxes this year. In November, for our ‘Afternoon tea and a film’ we watched a very British
film called ‘Finding Your Feet’, one not to be missed, followed by a sumptuous full afternoon tea. The
month ended with our annual Bring and Buy, always useful so near to Christmas. We started the
Christmas spirit with two of our ladies decorating a Christmas tree, theme, ‘a gift for Christmas’ for the
local church, ready next day for Ventnorville Day celebrations, where we ran a huge tombola stall.
District Chairman Mary Smith came to our January meeting and inducted our three new members, Joy
Lucas, Betty McNiece and Charlotte Walby .
On to February and our ‘Bangers and Bingo’ night where great fun was had by all, and so to March for
Ann Radcliffe’s International Coffee Morning which was a resounding success. Ann has held this post for
the past five years and will be a hard act to follow. So now we have the Cardiff Conference to look
forward to in April, Then our annual Locks Heath get-together, their turn this year, we are off to
Mottisfont and in June incoming President Sandy Fraser’s Installation.
Club Correspondent Sandra Gonzalez
Wareham - Chartered 1978

President: Sue Perry
Members: 16
A Murder Mystery evening with supper was held in conjunction with Rotary, to help raise money for the
main International charity that Wareham Inner Wheel have supported this year – Project PEARL. This
enabled four Purbeck school students, who funded their own travel and living costs, to travel to the
Philippines to help and support a local charitable school and pay for three Village children’s complete
education. On their return they gave a talk and presentation to Inner Wheel and Rotary. We are
grateful to other clubs in the district who contributed. We continue to sell paperbacks in a local café,
which holiday makers seem to appreciate, and members collect stamps, ring pulls and old spectacles.
International Service Organiser Sue Perry

Club Correspondent Jenny Shacklady

Waterlooville - Chartered 1978
President: Penny Pemberton
Members 20
Five members attended the 2018 International Rally, which was once again an enjoyable and informative
day followed by, as usual, a delicious lunch. We were very interested in the talk about Toilet Twinning
and have now contributed to the scheme. We now look forward to receiving our certificate to display in a
suitable place! As usual many of our members have attended International fund raising events at various
clubs in the District. We continue to have a raffle and sell books at our monthly house meetings with the
proceeds going to our International funds. Small ring pulls are still collected for the Purple Community
Fund and we continue to collect Trauma Teddies, knitted hats, scarves and gloves and haberdashery items
for various charities. In December many of our members helped our Rotary friends fill shoe boxes. We
plan to hold a fund raising coffee morning on 30th April at my house and hope that many of our friends
from other clubs will attend.
International Service Organiser Julie Wilding
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Wilton — Chartered 1980
President: Margaret Gyles
Members 14
Our President is Margaret Gyles who is standing again for the 2nd or 3rd year, we are very grateful to her.
We have 14 Members, all good friends who enjoy meeting each month and helping our community.
As a club we help our Rotary to run their annual car boot sale and other events that they organise,
marshalling at sponsored walks helping where we can.
We gave £280.00 to the Butterfly Charity( the international charity). We intend to buy 2Toilets for the
Toilet Twinning Charity, the Charity help women in Africa so they have a proper and safe facility to use
especially at night.
We are also busy collecting bras to protect African women from rape, the added bonus being any money
raised will be sent to the Charity ‘Against Breast Cancer’.
We do what we can for International Charities, collecting stamps, ring pulls and spectacles.
Club Correspondent Pat Lush

Mumbai Inner Wheel Clubs
Last November I travelled to India and visited various cities and towns by coach or train including
Mumbai. Once there, I used local transport to get around and I attended a meeting with members of
Inner Wheel which was extremely interesting. At 11 o’clock in the morning 25 ladies arrived at our hotel
from all the Inner Wheel Clubs in the Mumbai area – some had travelled for over 3 hours! As I was
expecting only a few people from one club, I was somewhat overwhelmed. Also, the ISO of the Area had
arranged a buffet with sandwiches, cakes, dessert, coffee and tea, all unbeknown to me. The ladies were
charming and extremely friendly and I was given a flag from every group. I was only anticipating being
with one club so I had taken as a gift two books on Poole and the Purbecks plus a calendar of Poole. I
was glad, though, to give a talk on our Club's activities, events and charity projects.
We now have 15 flags and I was also given
gifts of a pashmina and four cushion covers
– which would be easy to pack, they
remarked! The hospitality shown to me was
superb and the ladies stayed until 1.30 pm
so, overall, it was a most informative and
entertaining visit.
Since returning home, I have been in touch
with my contact in Mumbai via e-mail and
have been informed of the work of their
Inner Wheel in making an album in Braille
for the libraries of the visually impaired.
Likewise, they wish to hear more about our projects so the gift of friendship overseas lives on.
Christine Gadson, Parkstone & Poole
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Winchester — Chartered 1938
President: Margaret Billington
Members 32
Our main project so far this year followed a Club visit to ‘The Tools for Self-Reliance’ site. Our members raided
their sewing boxes, knitting bags and fabric collections. We were able to deliver 9 wine boxes containing
haberdashery, knitting wool and needles, lovely fabric, small garden tools and scissors as well as 6 sewing
machines.
Other collections for charities included ring pulls, stamps, ink cartridges and blankets. A local knitting group
donated 72 children’s jumpers and hats.
Our Knatty Knitters group meet every Monday morning at a local Residential Home. We encourage the residents to
join us for coffee, a chat and to join in our knitting. Once again, we made a variety of knitted Christmas decorations
to sell at the Worthy Fair. This year we included penguins and hedgehogs, which were very popular. However, the
most popular items for sale were large chocolate eggs with their own knitted Christmas pudding cover.
All proceeds have been sent to International Charities.
International Service Organiser Lucy Imrie Brown
2018 ended sadly for the Club when two Past President members died. Anna Cox and Judith Lumsden will both be
greatly missed for their friendship and huge contributions to the Club.
IW Day was celebrated with a frugal lunch kindly hosted by John and Judy Parker at their home, which consisted of
delicious soups, bread and apple cakes.
We are enjoying President Margaret’s year. We have had some very interesting speakers including Simon
Meanwell-Ralph on Marvellous Millinery, Stuart Palmer from Boaz, a local farm project and President Margaret’s
main Charity. Alan Saunders entertained us with his former career as the Queen’s Bodyguard and Brother Andrew
Crowther-Walker who demonstrated Christmas flower arrangements and entertained us with his repartee! At our
annual joint meeting with Rotary, the guest speaker was 1980 Olympic Gold Medalist free skater, Robin Cousins. At
very short notice, our Secretary’s husband, John Ede entertained and informed us about his time in Prison ………….
as a Prison Dentist!

The Club played skittles against Rotary for the annual Funnelle Cup, which proved to be a fun evening and we came
second by only a small margin!
We are also providing our delicious tea, with a huge variety of cakes and sandwiches for the annual Rotary Senior
Citizen’s Party. Theatre visits are also enjoyed by our members and this summer Liz and Geoff Cox are opening
their beautiful garden for a garden party.

Club Correspondent Maureen Chisnell
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NEW MEMBERS
A very warm welcome from all District 11 Members
Jilll Watling Swanage & Purbeck

Barbara Lawrence Locks Heath

Betty McNiece Ventnor

Lynda Gurd Southampton

Charlotte Walby Ventnor

Pamela Matthews Basingstoke

Joy Lucas Ventnor

Anne Szewczyk Parkstone & Poole

Merrily Stephens Hythe & District

Linda Webster Hamble Valley

Susan Hodge Wareham

TRANSFERS IN
A very warm welcome from all District 11 Members

Past District Chairman Lysbeth Locke (Dorking to Parkstone & Poole)
TRANSFERS OUT
A fond farewell from all District 11 Members

Eileen Bray (Ferndown to Great Yarmouth)
TRANSFERS WITHIN
Sally Baker (Basingstoke to Swanage & Purbeck)

RETIREMENTS
We would like to thank members for their
contribution to Inner Wheel

RESIGNATIONS
We would like to thank members for their
contribution to Inner Wheel

Audrey Staley Gillingham

Barbara Kirkland Romsey Test

Irene Cullen Winchester

Alison Small Romsey Test

June O’Sullivan Salisbury

Christine Collinson Winchester
Sharon Stokes Winchester
Audrey Bird Winchester
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Deaths and Bereavements
We remember our friends who have died and give thanks for the richness they brought to our lives
Active Members

Retired Members

Joyce Buckley Ferndown

Anne Mugeridge Locks Heath

Jacquie Wilson Andover

Margaret Walker Locks Heath

Joan Lill Itchen Valley

Eileen Marshall Portsmouth & Southsea

Joyce Hilliam Shanklin

Renee Fitzgerald Guernsey

Peggy Keep Basingstoke
Muriel Hobbs Southampton

We offer love and support to our friends and hope that our
friendship may help sustain them in their loss
Bereavements
Pat Exley Locks Heath
Chris Roberts Ferndown
OBITURARY
Muriel Hobbs - 8.4.1926—19.1.2019
Born in Southampton, Muriel spent her life here.
Firstly going to a local school where she was head girl, then on to Clark’s College, before joining
Cobbolds the Stock Brokers, where her interest in stocks and shares developed.
She married Peter in March 1951. In 1955 son Richard was born. Sadly he had Downs Syndrome. She
and Peter declared they would always look after him at home, and she did until her death in January
2019. Daughter Sarah was born in 1963 and had Muscular Dystrophy and again Muriel totally cared
for her, and sought to give them both as normal life as possible. Muriel became Sarah’s taxi when she
was at Southampton University, going in every lunchtime to give her a comfort break.
David, her other son continues to run the family business.
As you can see she was a very caring lady who devoted her life to her family. She was an avid gardener
and wonderful cake and pavlova maker. Always at hand with her contributions for IW and church cake
sales.

Her husband Peter had a stroke and she looked after him for 17 years, doing all the driving. Peter had
bought an new 4 litre Merc just before his stroke, which Muriel loved to drive, and see how fast she
could accelerate from traffic lights!
A very willing member of Inner Wheel who will be sadly missed.
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